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DESCRIPTION

Bacterial flagellar motor is one of the biological machinery that
plays a significant role in the locomotion of various bacteria,
enabling them to move through their environment with
remarkable efficiency. This molecular motor is a complex, multi-
component structure embedded in the bacterial cell membrane,
and it serves as best example of how microscopic organisms
have evolved intricate mechanisms for survival and adaptation.

Before they develop into the motor itself, it's essential to
understand the context in which bacterial flagellar motors
operate. Flagella, often referred to as bacterial tails, are long,
whip-like structures that extend from the surface of many
bacterial species. These flagella are not only responsible for
bacterial locomotion but also have essential roles in various
cellular processes, including chemotaxis (the ability to move
towards or away from chemical gradients) and biofilm formation.

Flagella are made up of a protein called flagellin, which forms a
helical structure around a hollow core. These filamentous
appendages are anchored in the bacterial cell membrane and
extend into the surrounding medium. While the structure of
bacterial flagella is essential, their movement is facilitated by the
flagellar motor, a complex protein machinery located at the base

of the flagellum.

The bacterial flagellar motor is a remarkable structure composed
of numerous protein components arranged in a highly organized
manner. The motor is embedded in the bacterial cell membrane
and cell wall, serving as a conduit between the bacterial
cytoplasm and the external environment. At the core of the
flagellar motor is the rotor, which is anchored to the bacterial
cell wall. The rotor consists of a series of protein rings and acts
as a central axis around which the rest of the motor components
rotate. The stator complex spans the bacterial cell membrane
and plays a critical role in motor function. It is composed of
proteins that form a channel for the flow of ions, typically
protons (H+), across the cell membrane. This ion flow is
essential for generating the torque needed to rotate the
flagellum. The C-ring and MS-ring are integral parts of the rotor

and serve as docking sites for the stator complex. These rings
play an important role in connecting the rotor to the bacterial
cell wall.

The proton motive force generated by the stator complex
provides the energy required for flagellar rotation. This force is
generated through the active transport of protons across the
bacterial cell membrane. The switch complex, located near the
base of the flagellum, acts as a molecular switch that controls the
direction of flagellar rotation. It allows bacteria to switch
between clockwise and counterclockwise rotation, enabling them
to exhibit different swimming patterns. The export apparatus is
responsible for the assembly and export of flagellar proteins,
including flagellin, which forms the filament of the flagellum. It
ensures the continuous growth and maintenance of the
flagellum.

The primary function of the bacterial flagellar motor is to
generate the mechanical force needed for bacterial locomotion.
This motor-driven movement allows bacteria to navigate their
environment in search of nutrients, evade harmful substances,
and colonize new niches. The flagellar motor generates torque by
harnessing the Proton Motive Force (PMF) created by the stator
complex. As protons flow through the stator channel, they exert
force on the rotor, causing it to rotate within the bacterial cell
membrane. The rotation of the rotor is transmitted to the
flagellar filament, causing it to rotate as well. The flagellar
filament acts like a propeller, pushing against the surrounding

fluid.

The rotation of the flagellar filament propels the bacterium
forward or backward through the medium. By controlling the
direction of flagellar rotation (clockwise or counterclockwise),
bacteria can switch between different swimming patterns, such as
running, tumbling, and chemotaxis. Bacteria can sense changes
in their environment through chemoreceptors, which are often
associated with the flagellar motor. The motor's direction is
modulated in response to these sensory inputs, allowing bacteria
to move towards attractants (positive chemotaxis) or away from
repellents (negative chemotaxis).
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The operation of the flagellar motor is finely tuned and
regulated to adapt to changing environmental conditions.
Bacteria can adjust their swimming behavior in response to
various cues, such as nutrient gradients, temperature, and pH
levels. This regulation ensures that bacteria can efficiently
navigate their surroundings and optimize their chances of
survival.

Bacteria possess sensory systems that allow them to detect
changes in their environment. For example, chemoreceptors on
the bacterial cell surface can sense the concentration of specific
molecules, such as nutrients or toxins.

The bacterial flagellar motor is not merely a mechanism for
bacterial locomotion; it is a fundamental component of bacterial
physiology with a profound impact on various aspects of
bacterial life. Bacterial motility, driven by the flagellar motor,

Clin Microbiol, Vol.12 Iss.4 No:1000355

OPEN @ ACCESS Freely available online

allows bacteria to actively seek out favorable environments
rich in nutrients, while avoiding hostile conditions. This
enhances their chances of survival and propagation. Flagellar
motility is involved in the initial stages of biofilm formation.
Bacteria can use their flagella to move towards surfaces and
attach, eventually leading to  the
multicellular communities within biofilms.

development  of
complex

The ability to perform chemotaxis, directed movement in
response to chemical gradients, is important for bacteria to
navigate through dynamic environments, locate food sources,
Many pathogenic
flagellar motility to establish infections. Flagella enable these

and avoid toxins. bacteria rely on
pathogens to move through host tissues, breach barriers, and
target sites for Bacterial ~ motility,

influenced by the flagellar motor, plays a role in nutrient

reach colonization.

cycling and microbial interactions within ecosystems.
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