ISSN: 2378-5756
Journal of Psychiatry

OPEN @ ACCESS Freely available online

Commentary

Use of Mindfulness-Based Interventions in the Treatment of Anxiety and

Depression

Huabin Zhou"

Department of Psychology, University of York, York, United Kingdom

ABOUT THE STUDY

Mindfulness Based Interventions (MBIs) have gained popularity
in recent years as a complementary approach to traditional
treatments for anxiety and depression. These interventions have
shown to be effective in reducing symptoms of anxiety and
depression and improving overall mental health and well-being.
In this article, we will discuss the use of mindfulness-based
interventions in the treatment of anxiety and depression.

Mindfulness is a mental state achieved by focusing one's
awareness on the present moment while calmly acknowledging
and accepting one's feelings, thoughts, and bodily sensations. It
involves being fully present in the moment without judgment,
and letting go of negative thoughts and emotions that may cause
stress and anxiety.

Mindfulness-based interventions

Mindfulness Based Interventions (MBIs) are techniques that use
mindfulness as the core therapeutic approach to promote mental
health and well-being. These interventions are designed to help
individuals learn to manage their thoughts, emotions, and
physical sensations in a more positive and productive way.

There are different types of mindfulness-based interventions,
including: Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR),
Mindfulness-Based Cognitive Therapy (MBCT), and Acceptance
and Commitment Therapy (ACT).

MBSR is a program developed in the late 1970s that uses
mindfulness meditation and yoga to reduce stress and improve
well-being. It is an eight-week program that focuses on increasing
mindfulness and reducing stress by incorporating mindfulness
practices into daily life.

MBCT, on the other hand, is an eightweek program that
combines mindfulness meditation with cognitive therapy to help
individuals with depression and anxiety. It is designed to teach
individuals how to recognize and respond to negative thoughts
and emotions in a more positive way.

ACT is another type of mindfulness-based intervention that
focuses on mindfulness and acceptance of thoughts and feelings
rather than trying to change them. It is an eight-week program
that teaches individuals to accept their thoughts and feelings
without judgment and to focus on their values to create a more

fulfilling life.

Benefits of mindfulness-based interventions

Several studies have shown the effectiveness of mindfulness-
based interventions in the treatment of anxiety and depression.
These interventions have been found to reduce symptoms of
anxiety and depression, improve mood, and enhance overall
well-being.

A 2018 study published in the Journal of Consulting and
Clinical Psychology found that MBCT was as effective as
antidepressant medication in preventing relapse of depression in
individuals who had previously experienced multiple episodes of
depression.

Another study published in the Journal of Psychiatric Research
in 2018 found that an eight-week MBSR program was effective in
reducing symptoms of anxiety and depression in individuals with
generalized anxiety disorder.

In addition to reducing symptoms of anxiety and depression,
mindfulness-based interventions have been found to improve
overall mental health and well-being. A 2017 study published in
the Journal of Clinical Psychology found that an eightweek
mindfulness-based intervention improved psychological well-
being and reduced stress in individuals with a history of anxiety
and depression.

Another study published in the Journal of Happiness Studies in
2016 found that a six-week mindfulness-based intervention
improved positive emotions, life satisfaction, and mindfulness in
individuals with anxiety and depression.

Mindfulness-based interventions have also been found to be
effective in reducing stress and improving physical health. A
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2019 study published in the Journal of Behavioral Medicine
found that an eightweek mindfulness-based intervention
reduced stress and improved immune function in individuals
with high levels of stress.
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symptoms of anxiety and depression, improve overall mental
health and well-being, reduce stress and can improve overall well-
being and promote a more positive outlook on life. Overall,
mindfulness-based interventions offer a promising approach to
the prevention and treatment of anxiety and depression, and
their benefits extend beyond just mental health to include
physical health and well-being.
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