
The Character of Psychology in Criminal Justice

Kathrin Sevecke*

Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Medical University of Innsbruck, Innsbruck, Austria

DESCRIPTION
A branch of psychological study called forensic psychology 
applies psychological concepts to legal issues. It is an 
interdisciplinary profession, combining law and psychology, 
which can be used in a variety of criminal justice settings. 
Forensic psychologists are involved in a wide range of activities 
including jury selection, assessing mental competency, child 
custody evaluations, sentencing recommendations, criminal 
profiling, and more. Forensic psychology has become 
increasingly important in the criminal justice system as it 
provides insight into the motivations behind criminal behavior. 
By understanding why certain individuals commit crimes, 
forensic psychologists can help inform legal decisions. For 
example, if a defendant has a history of mental illness or 
substance abuse, the court may consider this information when 
determining sentencing. In addition to helping inform legal 
decisions, forensic psychologists also play an important role in 
providing support for victims and witnesses of crime. They may 
provide counseling services to victims and their families or act as 
experts in court proceedings. They may also help law 
enforcement by providing psychological assessments for suspects 
or consulting on investigations. The field of forensic psychology 
continues to grow as its importance in the criminal justice 
system becomes more widely recognized. While there are still 
many challenges facing forensic psychologists today, they play an 
invaluable role in helping ensure that justice is served.

Forensic psychology is an important part of criminal justice, and 
it plays a vital role in the court system. Forensic psychologists 
help to evaluate and assess defendants, victims, and witnesses in 
criminal cases. They can provide expert testimony in court 
proceedings, analyze evidence, and offer psychological 
evaluations. Here are some of the different types of forensic 
psychology services available.

Criminal profiling involves analyzing evidence from a crime 

scene to develop a profile of a suspect or perpetrator. This can 
include examining physical evidence such as fingerprints or 
DNA samples, as well as psychological clues such as behavior 
patterns. Forensic psychologists use their knowledge of human 
behavior to create profiles that can help law enforcement narrow 
down suspects or identify characteristics that may help catch 
criminals.

Victimology is the study of victims of crime and their behavior 
before, during, and after an incident occurs. Forensic 
psychologists use their understanding of psychology to assess 
victims’ mental states and how they are affected by the crime 
they have experienced. They can also provide counseling to 
victims to help them recover from traumatic events and cope 
with the aftermath.

Psychological evaluations are often used in criminal proceedings 
when defendants’ mental health is called into question. These 
evaluations involve interviews with defendants as well as 
psychological tests that measure factors such as intelligence 
levels, personality traits, and emotional stability. The results of 
these evaluations can be used in court proceedings to determine 
whether or not defendants are mentally competent enough to 
stand trial or be held responsible for their actions.

Forensic psychologists may also be called upon to provide expert 
testimony in court proceedings regarding psychological matters. 
They can offer insight into how certain behaviors may have been 
influenced by mental illness or trauma, which could affect a 
defendant’s culpability for a crime they committed. Expert 
testimony from forensic psychologists is essential for providing 
an impartial view on complicated matters related to psychology 
and criminal justice. Forensic psychology is an important part of 
criminal justice, offering valuable insight into complex cases 
involving psychological issues. By understanding the various 
types of services offered by forensic psychologists we can gain a 
greater appreciation for their role in helping ensure justice is 
served properly in our society.
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