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DESCRIPTION

Symbols are utilized in anthropology in the manner that Clifford
Geertz and others have characterized them as culturally ascribed
meaning systems. Firth, who attempted to apply Peirce's
definitions to anthropology, discovered that it was difficult to
adhere to Peirce's classification because, in practice, meanings
varied due to cultural meanings being contextual and shifting
with context. Different actors and the same actor may interpret
the same symbol or attribute in different ways in different
situations. For instance, a devotee may relate to an image as if it
were a real person, rather than an icon.

The qualities or meanings that symbols may have are not
what give them their meaning. The relationships people have
with them and with one another indicate this.

These meanings are emotionally experienced during social
interaction, key symbols, according to Ortner, are specific items,
themes, or stories that, among other possibilities, express a
culture's most fundamental values and goals. She has even
provided a method with five indicators for determining the most
important cultural symbols; to be specific, they are referenced as
socially significant by individuals bearing that culture, they
stimulate feelings, both good or pessimistic, however are seldom
excused with detachment, they continue to return in various
settings, are alluded to and addressed in numerous ways, there
are stories and social elaborations around them and they are
likewise dependent upon restrictions and limitations. All key
images are in the public space for they are all in all common.
practices, folktales,
narratives. Mary Douglas has devoted her research to determining

Other examples include animals, and

whether symbols are merely neutral expressions or whether
they
effects that may differ from society to society.

actually influence social circumstances to produce

The term "ritualism" refers to a symbol that has no meaning and
is only used as a routine by members of society who otherwise
have no inner connection to what they are doing. Body
symbolism is a central component of symbolic theory.

The student must first refer to Max Weber's work in order to
comprehend the
sociology as a

interpretative approach. Weber considered

comprehensive science of social action,

emphasizing the importance of understanding the meaning
attributed by the
ritual symbolism, like Turner's,

the

understood by the meaning given to it by the observer or

actor to their actions. His explanations of
deviated significantly from
positivist approach, which held that any action was

anthropologist.

To Weber, one requirements to figure out the activity regarding
the entertainer's edge of reference and furthermore when they
comprehend something as objective, it is again normal according
to the information on the entertainer.

As a result, the interpretative method views and comprehends
the world from the actor's perspective. He defined rational action
in terms of a value and a goal, both of which are always
connected to one another. The interpretative framework searches
for meanings within the cultural cognitive map using a high level
of qualitative depth and taking into account the actors' subjective
interpretations. Gluckmann had looked into the symbolic nature
of rituals. Symbolism has been utilized by theorists of all kinds
and continues to be a hallmark of anthropological analysis.
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