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Introduction
Drawing can be considered as the graphic language for young 

children. Most children enjoy drawing. It provides a window to see 
into their personal world. Drawing also offers a channel for children to 
express their happiness as well as their frustration [1]. Traditionally, art 
education emphasizes drawing techniques, but neglects the importance 
of provoking creativity. The changing trades of art education focuses on 
the holistic experiences that integrate rich, meaningful art experiences 
within multiple cultures [2]. 

Lowenfeld and Brittain [3] defined children’s development 
of drawing into various stages, which provides a framework for 
researchers to evaluate children’s development of drawing. Wei and 
Dzeng [4] investigated the cultural and age effects on children’s overall 
creativity and drawing. 1,055 children ages 6 to 8 from three Taiwanese 
cultural groups participated in this study. The results indicated that the 
older Taiwanese children scored significantly higher than the young 
Taiwanese children on people-drawing and free-drawing but not overall 
creativity. The results also suggested that Taiwanese urban children who 
are culturally and educationally advantaged had better development of 
creativity and drawing ability.

Many studies indicated that young children who participated in 
more visual art lessons performed better in drawing [5-8] Thus, how 
to increase students’ creativity is a major focus and challenge for most 
governments, such as Taiwan. Many educators call for emphasizing 
the importance of visual art education. They believe that children’s 
creativity levels can be fostered via art education. 

Gender differences in children’s drawings have been observed, 
obviously from a very young age [9-12] The present studies analyze 
the various characteristics of young children’s drawing, including the 
gender difference.

A Study of Young Children’s Drawing Content and 
Other Factors Impact Children’s Drawings

The first study is a qualitative study, which focuses on Taiwanese 
young children’s drawing content and characteristics, as well as what 
affects the overall content of their drawings. There were four boys 
and four girls, aged 6 which participated in this study. The researcher 
collected drawings of people as well as free style drawings made by 
these children, totaling 256 drawings in all, applying “theme” such as 
color usage, drawing content; drawing composition and lines used as 
the types of categories for content analysis. What factors can affect 

Taiwanese young children’s drawing? Do young children’s drawings 
have certain aspects in common? Based on the purpose of this study, 
the hypotheses are proposed as 1. Taiwanese young children’s drawing 
content and characteristic are affected by the factors of gender, age and 
others; 2. Taiwanese young children’s drawings have some characteristics 
in common. The results of the study were as follows:

1. When young children made drawings of people, the level of
detail and their basic understanding of human depictions improved 
with age. In children’s freestyle drawings, the drawing content, use of 
lines, colors, and image composition showed obvious progression in 
accordance with age.

2. From analyzing the content of the children’s drawings, it was
evident that children enjoy drawing natural scenes, such as the Sun 
(Figure 1) and themselves, as well as close friends or family members. 
When portraying people they dislike, the children expressed their 
feelings toward these people in less friendly ways with their drawings, 
such as drawing ugly faces or using colors they dislike. 

3. There were characteristic differences in the drawing content
between young boys and young girls. Girls in the class often made 
drawings relating to experiences and events they know in everyday life, 
with a strong tendency to include people in their drawings. The girls’ 
drawings also had more use of color, and they tend to portray warmer 

Abstract
The main purpose of this article is to review two studies which were conducted to analyze Taiwanese young 

children’s drawing content and the factors that impact children’s drawing content. The other study is to reveal how 
different inspirational teaching methods of pre-school teachers can affect young children’s drawing content.

Figure 1: Children like to draw “sun” on their drawings.
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overall scenes. Boys’ drawings often involved characters from cartoons 
or computer games, with depictions of strength, bravery, and fighting 
(Figure 2). However, boys with softer personalities, and those that played 
with girls more often, showed characteristics in their drawings that were 
similar to those of the girls’.

4. The drawing capabilities and drawing content of young children 
could be affected by factors such the children’s age, gender, personality, 
and intellectual advantages. Teachers in their schools, support from their 
parents, and the children’s classmates, along with learning experiences, were 
all important factors that influence the drawing content of young children.

A Study of How Different Inspirational Teaching 
Methods of Pre-school Teachers can Affect Young 
Children’s Drawing Content

The other study focused on the effects different inspirational 
teaching methods, applied by pre-school teachers, can have on young 
children’s drawing content. A kindergarten class, consisting of fifteen 
children, age 6-years, was chosen as the subjects for the study. The 
researcher implemented cross-repetition of three different inspirational 
teaching methods which included picture books, direct experience, 
and direct imitation. For instance, if “fish” is the topic for the children’s 
drawings, the researcher would apply three different inspirational 
teaching methods. First the researcher would tell children the story with 
a picture book of “The Little Mermaid” as the inspirational teaching 
method. Another method is taking children to a fish market for a direct 
experience to inspire them to draw. The other method is providing a 
picture of a “fish” for the class to see, and then the children can directly 
imitate the drawing. The six types of drawing topics are: fish, spider, 
bird, bike, rabbit and trees. The children’s drawings were then collected, 
totaling 270 drawings in all. 

This study used the children’s drawing content as the basis for 
qualitative analysis, along with the statistical software package SPSS12.0 
for data statistics analysis, for each of the children’s drawings. This is 

based on a Free-drawing Test and Scoring Scale, and a People-drawing 
Test and Scoring Scale, which were designed to evaluate children’s 
drawing ability for the present study as well as others [13,14].

Do different inspirational teaching methods will lead to differences 
in young children’s drawing performance? Based on the purpose of this 
study, the hypotheses are proposed as 1. Different inspirational teaching 
methods led to significant differences in young children’s drawing 
performance. 2. Different inspirational teaching methods will affect 
the drawing content of young children. The results of the study are as 
follows:

1. Different inspirational teaching methods led to significant 
differences in young children’s drawing performance. Using picture 
books as inspiration to teach children how to draw, the resultant 
content and overall drawing performance was significant better 
compared to when teachers encouraged children to draw using 
imitation as inspiration. Furthermore, the learning by direct experience 
inspirational method of teaching also allowed the children to produce 
better drawing content compared to the imitation inspirational teaching 
method (Figure 3).

2. Different inspirational teaching methods also led to prominent 
differences in drawing performance between boys and girls. All three 
inspirational teaching methods produced consistent results in that the 
girls’ drawings displayed more abundant line usage, color variation, 
and better overall drawing performance than boys. Also, the drawing 
content of the girls’ drawings in the class were markedly better than 
the boys’ when the teacher used the picture book inspirational teaching 
method.

3. Different inspirational teaching methods did affect the drawing 
content of young children. When the teacher used the imitation or 
picture book inspirational teaching method, the main subject of the 
children’s drawings tended to be larger and drawn with greater detail. 
Using the picture book inspirational teaching method, the children 
had a tendency to become immersed in the story of what they are 
drawing, which led to greater displays of their imagination. When the 
teacher utilized the learning by direct experience inspirational teaching 
method, the children had a tendency to show more use of people in 
their drawings. 

Conclusion
In general, these two studies showed that the young children’s 

drawings all had certain aspects in common [15]. Both young boys 
and girls showed the usage of gender stereotypes when drawing. 
The findings of the first study were consistent with the theory of 
developmental stages in children’s drawings, older children performed 
better on the people-drawing and free-drawing. In children’s freestyle 
drawings, we found that older children’s drawing content and image 
composition showed significant progression in accordance with age. 
In the second study, we found that young children demonstrated an 
ability to combine prior experience and new knowledge together and 
applied them to other drawings. This study also revealed that different 
inspirational teaching methods of art did lead to a noticeable difference 
in children’s drawings. 
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Figure 2: The sample of girl’s and boy’s drawing.

 
Figure 3: Using direct experience and imitation inspirational methods of 
learning art.
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