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DESCRIPTION
Dentistry is the study of teeth. Dentists examine their
development and illness and analyze their structure. Odontology
is a dental specialty that helps identify unknown bodies and
associate bites with specific individuals. The judiciary can use
dentistry to resolve crimes and identify victims. It is also called as
forensic dentistry which is a field of forensic medicine and
applies it to support criminal investigations. Dentistry often
includes postmortem dental examinations, including mapping
of cranial and tooth features with the use of digital imaging and
x-ray recording in-order to create a detailed report [1].
Odontologists combine the work of dentists, forensic scientists,
and police investigators. While dentists specialize in dental
treatments such as filling worms and removing damaged teeth,
most dentists work for local or state governments as part of a
medical evaluation team. They can move to a criminal scene or
accident scene and work outside with different weather
conditions [2].

Responsibilities of odontologists

Evaluate the age of skeletal remains. Forensic dentists can
analyze skeletal prostheses and assess their age based on tooth
condition compared to typical tooth development [3].

Testify in court cases: Odontologists may testify when
accompanied by medical malpractice or other criminal activity.

Identify bodies: At the scene of the accident, a forensic dentist
tries to identify the body of the victim after the disaster. If face
recognition or fingerprinting is not possible, their help is very
important. They can see evidence such as Tooth debris that
other medical professionals may miss

Visit crime scenes: Forensic dynamics support the criminal
judicial to find suspects in different cases. Some of the
discoveries of the suspects include visits for treasures scenes for
finding teeth and other clues.

Attend autopsies: Forensic dyes have been able to visit autopsy.
During this process, the task includes measurement, plastic

shape, X-ray and photographs, and involves identifying debris as
compared to the dental record of those lacking.

Analysis of Bite: The dye scholar can analyze crime field analysis,
and identify the occlusal pattern of food that can be found in
the victim's skin. They also examine the mark of the suspicious
sample occlusion and identify an attacker. Autologist can
interpret whether bites mark is aggressive or defensive.

Collecting and analyzing the evidence of dentists: Foreign
substances are used to collect dental evidence from various
sources and identify suspects and victims. They can extract saliva
that can be used as evidence or deploy DNA. Autologist can also
use occlusal impression. These evidences help to estimate
person's age and narrow the list of suspects.

Forensic dentists make analysis and conclusions based on how
the teeth were over time, how the teeth are placed in the mouth,
and the traces left by the teeth. Also, look at dentures, bridges,
crowns, braces, and fillings to identify the owner [4].

USES OF FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY
Forensic dentistry law in criminal cases is becoming more and
more controversial in the use of criminal court proceedings.

Dental evidence can be used in a variety of ways. First; there is
the age determination. This can be determined based on the size
and shape of the tooth, the dentition, or the transparency of the
root. Dating is often used to find human bodies in
archaeological sites. The second is identification; forensic
dentistry is especially useful in the major disaster or when facial
recognition is not critical. Teeth are one of the hardest
substances in the human body and can withstand chemicals,
fire, or other substances that accelerate the decay of the human
body. The third is byte mark analysis; this begins with ensuring
that the impression marks left by human teeth can be identified.
In addition, the nature of the teeth is partly deeper, but it is the
fourth abuse. Sexual abuse accounts for the majority of child
abuse, of which tooth decay is an excellent indicator. Dentists
often see torn prepuce in children less than 6 months of age or
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in children who are already in motion. This suggests some form
of abuse, such as slap in the mouth or force-feeding [5].

CONCLUSION
The work of a dentist is very detailed, requires very fine motor
skills, and requires extraordinary accuracy and precision,
complex equipment, including computers, microscopes and
other technologies can be used in the identification process. In
forensic dentistry, you need to pay attention to the details, work
patiently, and rush to complete the time-consuming, step-by-step
process. Forensic dentists must be able to draw conclusions
based solely on the physical evidence available. Forensic dentists
need to keep accurate and complete records. Very close
involvement in the investigation of crimes and catastrophes can
be emotionally disturbing.
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