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Oral swabs: Types and Classification
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Description
Oral swabs, also known as mouth swabs or saliva swabs are 
medical devices used for collecting samples of saliva or oral 
fluid. These swabs are typically made of soft and absorbent 
materials, such as cotton, polyester, or foam, and are designed 
to be gentle on the sensitive tissues of the mouth. Oral swabs are 
commonly used for various diagnostic and screening purposes, 
including detecting infectious diseases, genetic disorders, drug 
use, and hormonal imbalances. In this article, we will discuss 
the types, uses, advantages, and limitations of oral swabs in 
medical practice.

or polyester fibres and are designed to absorb saliva or oral 
fluid from the mouth. They are used for routine diagnostic and 
screening tests and are usually disposable.

collecting DNA samples from the mouth. They have a special 
coating that helps preserve DNA integrity and are commonly 
used in forensic investigations, paternity testing, and genetic 
research.

drug use by analysing the saliva for traces of drugs or their 
metabolites. They are commonly used in workplace drug 
testing, roadside testing, and drug rehabilitation programs.

oral fluid samples for analysing hormone levels in the body. 
They are commonly used in fertility testing, menstrual cycle 

purposes, including:

infectious diseases such as COVID-19, HIV, hepatitis, and strep 
throat. They are also used to screen for genetic disorders,   such 
as cystic fibrosis, Down syndrome, and sickle cell anaemia.

analysing the saliva for traces of drugs or their  metabolites. 
 They are commonly used in workplace drug  testing,   roadside 
testing, and drug rehabilitation programs.

samples for analysing hormone levels in the body. They are 
commonly used in fertility testing, menstrual cycle monitoring, 
and hormone replacement therapy.

forensic investigations to collect DNA samples from the  mouth 
for identification and analysis.

non-invasive method of collecting samples, which makes them 
more comfortable for patients compared to other methods, 
such as blood draws or urine tests. Convenient  oral swabs 
are easy to use and require minimal training, making them a 
convenient option for medical   professionals.    Cost-Effective 
oral swabs are relatively inexpensive compared to other 
diagnostic methods, making them a cost-effective option for 
medical facilities and patients. Oral swabs are a reliable method 
of collecting samples, with high accuracy and sensitivity rates. 
Despite their advantages, oral swabs have some limitations 
that need to be considered when using them for diagnostic and 
screening purposes. Oral swabs may not be as sensitive as other 
methods, such as blood or urine tests, especially for detecting 
low levels of certain substances in the body.
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monitoring, and hormone replacement therapy.

There are several types of oral swabs available on the market, 

These swabs are made of soft cotton 

 These swabs are specifically designed for 

These swabs are used to detect 

 These swabs are used to collect 

Uses of Oral Swabs:     Oral swabs are used for a variety of medical 

 Oral swabs are commonly used to diagnose 

Oral  swabs  are  used  to  detect  drug   use   by 

Oral swabs are used to  collect   oral   fluid 

  DNA oral swabs are commonly used in 

Non-Invasive oral swabs are a 

Standard oral swabs:

DNA Oral swabs:

Drug  testing  oral  swabs:

Hormone testing oral swabs:

Diagnostic testing:

Drug  testing:

Hormone testing:

Forensic investigations:

Advantages  of  oral  swabs:
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each with specific characteristics use:


