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Abstract:

The Fourth Industrial Revolution had been knocking
on our doors long before the new pandemic. Although
technology had already begun to empower citizens and
to significantly enhance the leading role of our cities, the
real transformation this time is not the technology itself,
but the speed in which changes are taking place. We are
on the edge of a new revolution. If, on the one hand,
this revolution was formerly being put into place by the
digitalization of the world and by connectivity, which
eliminated borders and stimulated the exchange of ideas,
on the other hand, we are witnessing the beginning of a
new world order: localization. A quick and easy way to
define localization would be to say that it is literally the
opposite of globalization. However, when explained that
way, localization sounds more like an NGO movement
against capitalism, or like radical separatist movements,
when it is actually far from that. Despite being a trend
that had gained force over the past decade, especially in
Europe after the 2008 crisis, few were the times in which
I saw the term “localization” being defended didactically
in the context of global economy. Generations Y (born
from 1982 to 1994) and Z (born between 1995 and 2010),
especially the latter, which is also known as post-millen-
nials or centennials, already showed a natural preference
for localization in their lifestyles and consumption habits.

According to a study entitled Millennials & Centennials
New Kids on the Block
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