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Abstract

With a rapidly aging diverse population, the borough of the

Bronx in New York City has the worst social and health
outcomes among older adults in the city, and some of the
highest rates of older adults aging in place. Neighborhoods in
the Bronx tend to be ill-equipped to meet a wide range of
expanding needs of diverse older adults. Moreover, the number
of community-based older adults living with dementia in the
Bronx is not only growing, but also is considered to be vastly
under-representative of reality.

A confluence of factors, including cultural differences such as
language, health beliefs and beliefs about aging among diverse
older residents and care providers, community-members'
distrust of institutions, and a lack of services tailored to the
needs of diverse older adults, contributes to poor understanding
of cognitive impairment and poor outcomes for those living
with dementia and their cares. Building on a UK-based model,
the Dementia-Friendly Bronx Project aims to increase
community awareness about dementia to reduce hardship and
improve quality of life for individuals living with dementia in
Bronx neighborhoods.

The project is collaboration between Lehman College, a City
University of New York (CUNY) senior college located in the
Bronx, and Chicago-based partners. While the model has been
translated across the world and the US, few major urban centers
with vastly diverse senior populations have attempted to create
dementia friendly communities. Chicago has done so by
focusing on a neighborhood rather than an entire city, with
positive outcomes. This paper will track the evolution of the
project, share results of the collaboration to date, and articulate
implications for replicating the model in diverse urban

environments. Significantly, the project is the first of its kind in
New York City.
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