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DESCRIPTION
Parasitic pneumonia is an infection of the lungs caused by 
parasites, which are small organisms that live off of other living 
things. These parasites can be found in soil, water, and air and 
can cause infections in humans if inhaled or ingested. Parasitic 
pneumonia can be particularly dangerous for people with 
weakened immune systems or those who are 
immunocompromised. While parasitic pneumonia is not as 
common as other forms of pneumonia, it can still have a 
significant impact on the lungs. The parasites can cause 
inflammation and damage to the air sacs in the lungs, leading to 
impaired breathing and difficulty getting enough oxygen into the 
bloodstream. In some cases, the parasites can even cause scarring 
and permanent damage to the lungs. If left untreated, parasitic 
pneumonia can lead to serious health complications, including 
respiratory failure and death.

These parasites are typically found in contaminated food, water, 
or soil. It is common in developing countries, where standards of 
hygiene and sanitation may be inadequate. The most common 
causes of parasitic pneumonia are protozoans, single-celled 
organisms that can exist in the air, water, or soil. These include 
Giardia lamblia, Cryptosporidium parvum, and Ascaris lumbricoides. 
Other causes of parasitic pneumonia include nematodes, which 
are worms, and cestodes, which are tapeworms. Parasites can 
enter the lungs through direct inhalation or ingestion of 
contaminated food or water. When the parasites enter the lungs, 
they can cause infection and inflammation. This can lead to 
coughing, wheezing, and difficulty breathing. In severe cases, 
parasitic pneumonia can cause severe damage to the lungs and 
other organs. In some cases, parasitic pneumonia can be 
prevented by avoiding contact with contaminated food and 
water, practicing good hygiene, and taking medications that kill 
parasites. Vaccines are also available for some parasites, such as 
Ascaris lumbricoides and Giardia lamblia.

Parasitic pneumonia is a condition caused by the presence of 
parasites in the lungs. It can cause serious health complications if 
left untreated. Those infected with parasitic pneumonia may 
experience fever, chills, fatigue, chest pain, and shortness of breath.

In more severe cases, the person may experience a cough with 
bloody mucus, difficulty breathing, and even shock. In order to 
diagnose parasitic pneumonia, a physician may perform a 
physical exam, chest X-ray, or CT scan of the lungs. Blood tests 
may also be conducted to detect the presence of parasites. A 
sputum test can help determine the type of parasite present. In 
some cases, a bronchoscopy may be performed to obtain a sample 
of  tissue  from  the  lungs. It  is  important to speak to the doctor 
as  soon  as  possible, if  one is  experiencing any of the symptoms 
associated with parasitic pneumonia. Early detection and 
treatment are key to avoiding complications and ensuring a full 
recovery.

Parasitic pneumonia is a serious condition that can cause lasting 
damage to the lungs, so it’s important to seek treatment as soon 
as possible. Treatment of parasitic pneumonia typically involves 
antibiotics to kill off the parasitic infection as well as anti-
inflammatory medications to reduce inflammation in the lungs. 
In some cases, oxygen therapy may be used to help the patient 
breathe easier. To prevent parasitic pneumonia, it’s important to 
practice good hygiene and avoid contact with contaminated food, 
water, or animals. It’s also important to make sure that any food 
that is eaten is thoroughly cooked to kill off any parasites. People 
who have close contact with animals, such as pet owners, should 
take precautions to avoid becoming exposed to parasitic 
infections. In addition, it’s important to get regular checkups to 
monitor for any signs of parasitic infection. If parasitic 
pneumonia is suspected, a doctor can take a sample of the lungs 
for testing and provide an appropriate course of treatment. By 
taking the necessary steps to prevent and treat parasitic 
pneumonia, people can help protect their lungs from long-term 
damage.

Parasitic pneumonia is a severe lung infection that is caused by 
parasites. It can be a difficult condition to diagnose and treat, 
and it can lead to long-term damage to the lungs. The most 
common cause of parasitic pneumonia is a type of protozoa 

environment and can be transmitted by contact with the skin, 
saliva, and respiratory secretions. It can also be transmitted 
through contaminated food and water. Once the parasite has been
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called as  This   organism  is   found  in  the Pneumocystis  jirovecii.



involves antibiotics, which can help clear the infection and 
reduce the risk of long-term lung damage.

CONCLUSION

Parasitic pneumonia can be a serious illness, requiring a long 
course of treatment. It is important to identify the cause of the 
infection to ensure the most effective treatment. If left 
untreated, the infection can cause significant damage to the 
lungs, leading to long-term health complications or even death.
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been contracted, it can cause severe respiratory symptoms such as 
coughing, shortness of breath, and chest pain. In some cases, the 
infection can lead to life-threatening problems such as 
respiratory failure or pneumonia. The long-term effects of 
parasitic pneumonia on the lungs can be significant. The damage 
can range from mild to severe, depending on the severity of the 
infection. The most common long-term effects include: Scarring 
and thickening of the lungs; Infection of the airways and air sacs; 
Chronic inflammation of the lungs; Reduced lung function; 
Respiratory failure. Treatment for parasitic pneumonia usually 
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