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Abstract
The effectiveness of the carrying out chemical reactions, especially in terms of syntheses conducted in the 

laboratory or on a technological scale, is a primary target of the optimization of chemical conditions and physico-
chemical parameters of a given process. Since the publication of pioneering works in the beginning of 1970s, it is an 
increasingly accepted concept that carrying out chemical reactions in continuously flowing streams rather than in batch 
configuration has numerous advantages, hence flow chemistry can be at present considered as a separate and rapidly 
increasing area of modern chemistry. Four decades of the development of those methods resulted in thousands of 
original research works, numerous reported attractive technologies, and also in the presence of numerous specialized 
instruments on the market.
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Introduction
The vast literature and numerous reported successful applications, 

demonstrate numerous advantages of flow chemistry in chemical 
synthesis compared to batch processes. It is first of all a convenient way 
to ensure precise control of the reaction time, fast carrying out mixing 
reagents, easy handling solutions containing gases and a simplification 
of carrying out multi-phase liquid reactions [1,2]. Reactions can be 
carried out in higher temperature than the solvent’s boiling point, and 
especially convenient is the possibility of arranging systems for multi 
step reactions, including also application of on-line purification of 
products. All those aspects are subjects of numerous review papers 
in recent years, discussing e.g. carrying-out multistep syntheses 
[3], micro flow reactors [4], or microstructured reactors [5]. An 
increasing attention in recent years is focused also on the application 
of microfluidic systems in flow chemistry [6,7], including supercritical 
microfluidics [8]. The application of flow technologies was reported 
also for drug discovery [9].

Observed in recent decades is that the increasing need for chemical 
analyses in all areas of contemporary life is accompanied both by 
increasing knowledge of the role of chemical analysis in quality control 
of various materials, clinical diagnostics and environmental protection, 
and the need for developing instruments for direct use by the end-
users of analytical information. These demands are associated also with 
need for the improvement of quality (accuracy, precision) of analytical 
determinations. Depending on the area of application, a challenging task 
in development of new methods can be the shortening time of analysis, 
minimization of sample amount required for analysis, determining 
the lowest limit of detection, or simultaneous determination of large 
number of analytes.

Progress in development of new methods of chemical analysis is 
taking place on different routes and depends on numerous factors. 
It depends essentially on developments in fundamentals of natural 
sciences, material science, electronics and information science, as well 
as various fields of technology of the production of new materials and 
instruments for chemical analysis. Human invention both in science 
and technology is truly unlimited; hence any stage of development 
should not be considered as definitive. It also obviously concerns the 
development of analytical chemistry and its methods and instruments 
for chemical analysis.

Almost two decades prior to the publication of first applications 
of carrying-out physico-chemical operations in flow conditions for the 

chemical synthesis, the first instrumental set-ups were developed for 
analytical determinations. Flow analysis is nowadays a very important 
area of modern analytical chemistry and can be considered as the 
important part of flow chemistry. The retrospection on the development 
of flow methods of chemical analysis and its progress in recent years is 
the subject of this review.

Beginning –continuous Flow Analysis 
Carrying on the chemical analytical procedure in flow conditions at 

first glance can be considered as a simplification of given procedure by 
elimination the stage of sampling of analyzed material. Such aspect can 
be seemingly traced back to 1940s in the area of chemical analysis, which 
is currently considered a process analysis, where in technological streams 
certain measurements were pioneered, for instance electrolytic conductivity. 
Then in the following decades together with development of various 
detection methods and measuring instruments for the same purpose the 
measurements of redox potential, pH, turbidity or spectrophotometric 
absorbance of radiation were also introduced. This area of chemical 
analysis is nowadays a very reach in different process instrumentation, of 
which quite substantial part can be classified as flow analyzers.

Another field of application of analytical flow measurements is 
laboratory flow analysis. It has its own conditions of use and design 
and is employed in essentially different environments than process 
analysis. In this case, it is a much simpler task to indicate milestones 
in development of main concepts of such analytical measurements, 
well documented in scientific literature and registered patents. 
The main attributes of laboratory flow analysis is carrying sample 
processing operations in flow conditions as well as carrying detection 
of given analyte(s) during the flow of sample through the detector. 
Pioneering invention of laboratory flow measurements and design 
of original modules for such instrumentation in the middle of 1950’s 
is commonly arrogated to American biochemist Skeggs [10], who 
by design of such instruments intended to enhance effectiveness of 
clinical laboratories in large hospitals. The next decades showed that 
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it was a very appropriate intuition, and the concept of continuous flow 
analyzers had been immediately patented and opened a perspective 
for essential progress in analytical clinical instrumentation [11]. 
The concept of conducting detection in flowing stream was already 
known earlier from the column liquid chromatography. The carrying 
the determination with segmentation of the solution stream allowed 
the limitation of dispersion of the analyte in flowing stream (hence 
coined name “segmented flow analysis”) (Figure 1A). Such designs of 
analytical instruments allowed unusual mechanization of various unit 
operations of sample processing, such as two-phase separations and 
mixing with different reagents or dialysis; this was the most essential 
breakthrough in laboratory analysis. For next two decades this concept 
predominated instrumentation in large (and reach) clinical laboratories 
with development of numerous analytical methods and instrumental 
modules [12]. Since 1980’s a strongly competitive other types of 
instrumentation like centrifugal analyzers, or discrete analyzers received 
a larger attention in clinical analysis, but segmented flow analyzers 
are still widely used in environmental, industrial and food quality 
laboratories [13]. The example of commercial instrument available 
on the market is shown in Figure 1B. The concept of segmentation 
of flowing stream surprisingly found recently several completely new 
applications such as use in parallel electrophoretic analysis on chip for 
high-throughput determination of enzyme activities [14], or detection 
of bacteria and their sensitivity to antibiotics [15].

Injection Methods of Flow Analysis
A particular impetus to further development of laboratory flow 

analysis was given in early 1970’s by pioneering the concept of flow-
injection measurements without segmentation of flowing stream 
with air bubbles, and injection of a small segment of analyzed sample 
(20-100 µL) to the continuously flowing carrier solution instead of 
aspiration usually 0.2 to 2 mL solution in segmented flow systems 
[16,17]. The steady-state equilibrium signal which is recorded in 
segmented flow systems, in flow-injection analysis (FIA) is replaced 
mainly by transient signal in the shape of peak, and it can be utilized 
with satisfactory precision in determinations with different detections. 
Such measurements can be carried out with special dedicated, often 
laboratory-made instrumentation, but can be also performed using 
commercial instrumentation for liquid chromatography [18]. In 
comparison to conventional liquid chromatography of which the 
main attribute is multicomponent determination is eliminated, the 
selectivity of FIA determination of a particular analyte (or analytes) 
can be obtained by ensuring specific sample processing or selective 
detection. Since late 1970’s, one can observe almost exponential 
increase of interest in this methodology of analytical measurements 
by rapid increase of research publications [19]. This methodology has 
been a subject of about 15 books and two recent ones [20,21]. Several 
manufacturers supply dedicated instrumentation to the market; 
however, more often research studies are carried out with the use of 
laboratory-made set-ups constructed from commercially available 
basic instruments and modules. FIA methods have been also widely 
introduced to international standard methods of analysis [22].

In development of various methodologies of FIA measurements 
several elements are especially important for their successful routine 
applications. A significant advantages, which has not been sufficiently 
utilized in development of flow-injection methods is the possibility 
of getting some effects of kinetic discrimination in recording of a 
fast transient signal. This was reported in FIA measurements with 
potentiometric detection with membrane ion-selective electrodes [23]. 
Such effect can be also utilized for the elimination of interferences of 
transition metal ions in FIA determinations with hydride generation-
AAS measurements [24]. Application of FIA manifolds can also facilitate 
calibration procedures [25]. In order to widen the potential applications 
of FIA measurements some attention is also focused on development 
systems for simultaneous determination of several analytes without 
typical column chromatographic or electromigration-based separation 
steps. This is mostly made by a design of branched FIA systems with a 
single detector, or multi-detector systems, and also systems functioning 
in multicomponent detection modes. In the last case, they can be 
voltammetric detectors with fast scan-rate, the diode-array detectors 
with simultaneous measurements at different wavelengths, or atomic 
emission ICP-AES detectors. In these systems, the flow-injection 
configuration is used for a convenient sample introduction step, and 
eventual on-line sample processing on the way to the detector.

The on-line sample processing can be considered the most attractive 
feature of all concepts of carrying analytical determinations in flow 
systems, because in the majority of analytical procedures the sample 
processing is the most time consuming and difficult step. The most 
commonly performed on-line operations include preconcentration or 
separation of analyte from the matrix in flow-through reactors with 
solid sorbents, in open-tubular reactors or in membrane modules 
[24]. This is widely employed in hyphenation of FIA systems with 
atomic spectroscopy instruments [26], gas [27] and liquid [28] 
chromatography, or capillary electrophoresis [29]. Large attention is 
focused on development of FIA systems with flow-through reactors 
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Figure 1a:  The schematic diagram of a measuring system with segmented flow 
for continuous-flow analysis with photometric detection.

Figure 1b: The example of multichannel commercial instruments FlowSys 
from Alliance Instruments, Salzburg, Austria for continuous-flow analysis with 
segmented stream (http://www.alliance-instruments.at).

http://www.alliance-instruments.at
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with immobilized enzymes, antibodies, and various nanoparticles [30], 
but also with flow-through packed-reactors allowing the carrying on 
other heterogeneous reactions on-line without pumping continuously 
solutions. The generating of reagents in FIA systems can be also made 
using electrodialysis [31]. Another concept of limitation of the large 
consumption of reagents is design of closed-loop FIA systems with 
circulation and eventual regeneration of liquid reagents [32,33].

Flow-injection methods are being widely developed for speciation 
analysis [34,35]. The FIA set-up can be employed as additional accessory 
in complex hyphenated instruments or instruments with single detector 
allowing simultaneous determination of different forms of elements 
(HPLC, CE), mostly for improvement of different sample pretreatment 
operations. The especially challenging attempt, however, is to design 
a measuring system with a single detector in configuration that allow 
for determinating the different forms of the target element. In original 
scientific literature one can find numerous smart concepts and design 
of such measuring flow injection systems with electrochemical [36] or 
spectroscopic [37] detections. They allow performing both speciation 
analysis of different oxidation states and determining free elements 
in ionic forms employing potentiometric detection and determining 
different compounds in which target element is bound. The example 
FIA system developed for determination of free fluoride and fluoride 
bound in complexes with metal ions is shown schematically in Figure 
2, while for simultaneous determination of nitrogen containing species 
in waters in Figure 3.

As some application of flow-injection methodology can be treated 
developed FIA systems for carrying different types of titrations with 
spectrophotometric titrations. They can be based on the producing of 
series of standard solutions for single primary solution and injection 

into titrant stream, or injection of standard and sample to titrant stream 
for injection loop of different volume [38,39].

It was reported by several authors that in some cases the 
hyphenation of FIA and segmented flow systems may essentially 
expand the application possibilities of FIA technique, for instance for 
those demanding a long reaction time [40].

Besides numerous advantages of continuous flow systems with 
segmented streams or FIA systems compared to batch analysis, a 
troublesome feature of continuous flow systems is a large consumption 
of reagent solutions, which are continuously pumped during the 
measurements. Some of reagent solutions can be in certain cases 
replaced by flow-through reactors with immobilized reagents, but 
this is not a case for the carrier solutions in both types of systems. 
Therefore, as significant milestone in the progress of flow analysis, one 
can consider the development of the concept of sequential injection 
analysis (SIA) systems [41,42], of which the main attributes were 
simplification of measuring systems, and essential reduction of the 
reagent consumption. The SIA systems were a subjects of almost one 
thousand original papers, some chapters in books [20,21,43], and also 
reviews on applications with electrochemical [44] and vibrational 
spectroscopic [45] detections, as well as on some particular applications 
in chemical speciation analysis [46], water analysis [47], and in process 
analytical chemistry [48].

In contrary to widely used multi-channel FIA systems, the SIA 
measurements are usually carried out in single line systems. As 
accuracy and precision of determinations essentially depends on 
accuracy of sampling of analyzed sample and reagent solutions into 
a holding coil, the SIA system has to be equipped with complex and 
high-precision multiposition valve, the pump with instant and precise 
changing of the pumping direction, and whole system should be 
precisely computer programmed and controlled. Some special types 
of SIA systems are those employing capillary measuring setups with 
electro osmotic driven flow [49]. SIA measurements are commonly 
carried out with continuous flow of carrier solution with segments of 
sample and reagents through the flow-through detector, and analytical 
signal is typically obtained as the height of recorded peak. Similarly to 
conventional FIA, the SIA measurements can be also carried out with 
flow stopped after sample zone has reached the detector cell, which 
allows kinetic measurements.

The two-analyte determinations can be carried out in SIA systems 
equipped with two detectors or by introducing the sample segment 
between zones of different reagents that reacting specifically with each 
analyte; this was shown for determination of calcium and magnesium 
in waters [50]. For similar determination in SIA system with diode 
array spectrophotometric detector the expert system was reported 
for appropriate configuration of measuring system [51]. The multi-
analyte SIA system was also described, based on extraction of analytes 
with dithizone into a thin layer of extracting solution onto walls of 
Teflon tubing and simultaneous diode array detection in wavelength 
range from 300 to 700 nm [52]. The multi-analyte determinations 
can be obviously made in measuring systems hyphenating the SIA 
sample processing with liquid chromatography, which was reported 
for determination of paracetamol, caffeine and acetylsalicylic acid in 
pharmaceutical preparations [53], and some other such systems were 
also reviewed [54].

Flow-injection measurements with the application of moveable 
beads, BIFA (bead-injection flow analysis), which are also described 
in the literature by abbreviations BI or BIA, where introduced into 
the SIA methodology twenty years ago [55]. Direct absorptive 
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Figure 2: Manifold of FIA system with resampling developed for potentiometric 
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spectrophotometric measurements were earlier employed in conventional 
batch measurements as “ion-exchange absorptiometry” [56]. They 
were adapted to flow measurements in the form of a renewable optical 
detector, where detection is based on the use of a small amounts of solid 
state adsorbent with adsorbed colour forming reagent, and directly for 
such a bead the absorptive spectrophotometric measurement is carried 
out [55]. For a convenient performing of such measurements, a special 
construction of injection valve was introduced, where in appropriate 
microchannels a sorbent bead can be retained, and for this a name lab-on-
valve (LOV) was coined [57,58]. Its design allows the eluting of adsorbed 
analytes from the retained bed to the detector, as well as transfer of whole 
sorbent bed with retained analyte to the detector. Example of commercial 
instrument for FIA and SIA measurements, which employs the concept 
of lab-on-valve is shown in Figure 4, while manifold for particular 
determination with on-line preconcentration is shown in Figure 5.

As further step in a simplification of measuring systems for flow 
analysis can be considered the concept of tube-less flow measurements, 
which is also described as batch injection analysis (BIA). In this case, 
a small volume of an analyzed sample in injected directly onto the 
sensing surface of detector, and the transient analytical signal is recorded 
during the flushing the sensing surface with the sample solution. The 
pioneering work on this concept of flow measurements was reported 
with amperometric detector of a wall-jet type with sensing surface 
of conventional working electrode positioned up-side down (Figure 
6) [59]. This configuration of measuring system, however, seems to 
create some limitations of essential advantages in typical flow injection 
methods (CFA, FIA, SIA, BFIA), which is a possibility of carrying on-line 
different sample processing operations. Some exception is this case can 
be, for instance, amperometric measurement with enzymes immobilized 
on the surface of working electrode, which catalyze the conversion of 
analytes into products, which are detected. Such systems were reported 
for determination of glucose with carbon paste enzymatic biosensor [59] 
or with enzymatic biosensors with oxidases immobilized on membranes 
covering the surface of a platinum working electrode [60]. As another 
example of BIA measurements combined with sample processing step 
can be considered anodic stripping voltammetric measurements [61,62] 

or absorptive stripping voltammetry [63], where two separate steps of 
whole procedure are involved, namely the accumulation of trace analyte 
on the working electrode surface and a phase of stripping of analyte with 
signal recording. The application of an additional ion-exchange Nafion 
membrane for covering the surface of a mercury film working electrode 
allows reducing some interferences occurring in measurements with 
complex matrices [64]. For similar purposes in anodic voltammetric 
stripping measurements in BIA system, an additional sample clean-up step 
using small bed a solid sorbent in the pipette tip can be employed [65]. As 
a similarity of a BIA methodology to other flow injection methods, one 
can indicate the application of reproducible transport of the segment of 
injected sample to the sensing surface of a detector. Especially convenient 
for this is the application of mechanical pipette with adjusted injection 
volume and controlled speed of the injection. Tube-less BIA systems were 
designed also with other than amperometric or voltammetric detections. 

Figure 4: The flow injection commercial analyzer model FIAlb-3500 from FIAlab 
Instruments, Bellevue, WA, USA equipped with Lab-on-Valve for FIA and SIA 
determinations (www.floinjection.com). 
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For instance, the potentiometry with ion-selective electrodes seems to be 
a very convenient detection to use, due to sufficient selectivity of many 
indicating membrane electrodes; some examples include measurements 
of pH with glass electrode with flat membrane [66], determination of 
chloride [59], fluoride [66], and also sodium and potassium [67]. Such 
determinations can be also carried out with spectrophotometric detection 
with appropriate design of a flow-through cuvette [68]. Detection with 
the use of thermistor with immobilized catalase and glucose oxidase was 
employed for determination of glucose [69].

Microsystems in Flow Analysis
The pioneering step in the miniaturization of flow analysis was 

a design of integrated microconduits with miniature detectors and a 
large hydraulic part for transport of solutions [70,71]. Other attempts 
included the replacement of typical peristaltic pumps with small 
syringes or piezoelectric pumping devices [72] and the incorporation of 
various parts of typical flow systems (flow-through reactors, detectors 
[73]) into a rotary valve for sample injection in Lab-on-Valve [74]. Each 
miniaturized FIA systems has dimensions in centimeters and diameters 
of channels being fraction of millimeters.

An important next significant step in miniaturization of 
instrumentation for flow analysis was the development of first flow 
microsystems in beginning of 1990’s, which are commonly described 
as microfluidics (Figure 7) [75,76]. In those devices, the diameters of 
channels were decreased down to tens of micrometers, and the same 
systems were very successfully employed in capillary electrophoresis. 
Some examples include that they can be used in determination of 
amino acids in meteorite samples with fluorescence detection [77] or 
for the measuring activity of enzymes for clinical and pharmaceutical 
needs [78]. Such microfluidics are most commonly produced in the 
format of a thin piece of glass or polymeric plate of width and length 
to a few centimeters, with pattern of microchannels, and the possibility 
of performing various different unit operations in microscale format. 
For flow-injection measurements they were already developed with 
various methods of detection including. amperometric detection for 
immunochemical assays [79], ion-selective potentiometric electrodes 
for determination of copper [80], fluorimetric detection for the 
determination of pH [81], employing chemiluminescence detection 
for enzymatic glucose determination [82], and spectroelectrochemical 
detection employing with thermal lens spectroscopy for determination 
Co (II) [75], where different microunit operations can be combined in 
a dedicated microsystem. 

Numerous commercial microfluidic devices are already on 
the market; however, so far, they are available for only particular 
applications. Generally, they have to be interfaced to electronic 
controlling system, equipped with a reagent supply, and detectors. They 
are usually constructed to perform only a limited set of operations such 
as the transport of liquids, simple separation processes, or sensing. 
Further developments of microfluidics towards a Micro Total Analytical 
Systems (described as µTAS) require the definition of architectural 
and performance concepts for assembling microfluidics devices into 
networks [83]. A very intensive progress in this area is reported in the 
literature. As the example of such a monolithic integrated flow injection 
systems, it can be shown that one employing Berthelot’s reaction for 
the determination of ammonia [84]. It consists of four piezoelectrically 
driven micropumps, the reaction chamber, fluidic channels and optical 
detection cell, which are integrated on a 10-cm diameter silicon plate.

Another approach in this field is the concept of digital microfluidics, 
which arose in the late 1990’s and involved the manipulation of discrete 
volumes of liquids on a surface [85]. The manipulation of droplets 

on the surface can occur through electrowetting, dielectrophoresis, 
thermocapillary transport, or surface acoustic transport. In contrary 
to continuous-flow microfluidics discussed above, the architecture of 
digital microfluidics is under software-driven electronic control, which 
eliminates the need of the use of mechanical tubes, pumps, or valves.

Nanofluidics for Flow Analysis
The flow analysis carried out in microfluidic systems is already very 

advanced, but increasing research activity is being focused on the design 
of nano-flow systems or nanofluidics [86]. Nanometer dimension 
concerns the inner diameters of channels transporting solution and 
numerous studies are devoted to theoretical prediction and description 
of phenomena and interactions, which take place on this scale. In the 
movement of analyte molecules in the nanometer dimensions, there 
are essential changes of physical and chemical interactions compared 
to micrometer scale. Many interactions, which are marginal in 
microfluidics, play an essential role in nanofluidics. Especially strong 
interactions, which should be considered in nanoscale is the capillary 
force, which originates from the adhesion between the liquid and the 
solid surface molecules. In some cases a considerable contribution can 
be dielectrophoretic forces, which are generated in rapidly changing 
high electrical filed gradients and results from differences in dielectric 
properties between analyte molecules and medium. The forces acting 
in nanochannels may influence ionic equilibria and kinetic properties 
[87]. In capillaries of nanometer dimensions with charged wall 
surfaces, the extension of the electrical double layer, which affects the 
permselectivity of such structures, results in the electrostatic exclusion 
of co-ions and enrichment in counter-ions? As a result, the electric 
double layer may also induce certain selectivity of transport. In model 
calculations, it was shown that streaming potential in nanochannels can 
decrease the effective diffusion coefficient of the analyte [88]. 

The preparation of structures with nanochannels was reported from 
different materials [89,90]. Three-dimensional structures can be formed 
as multimembrane structures of nanocapillary membranes, where each 
membrane plays a different role in the system. Such systems have been 
already applied with the fluorimetric detection for determination; an 
example is calcium binding to calcium-labeled dextrans with the presence 
of complexone EGTA [91]. The determination of lead (II) was based on 
lead-specific DNAzyme in nanocapillary interconnected microfluidic 
device [92]. Nanofluidics with so-called entropic traps was employed 
for separation in flow conditions, as alternative to chromatographic or 
capillary electrophoretic separations [93]. The immobilization of an 
antibody-based molecular recognition element onto the nanopore surface 
was demonstrated for selective capture and release of human insulin [94].
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Amore advanced approach includes a design of nanofluidics 
employing molecular nanomechanics, where motors are made from 
nanoscale building blocks that derive on-board or off-board power 
from in-situ chemical reactions [95]. Molecular nanomachines can 
convert energy inputs into controlled motion on a surface and transport 
of nano-cargo (material or information) from one place to another on 
the surface [96].

Conclusions and Perspectives
Several hundred research papers published every year on flow 

analysis and its applications in different fields indicate that it is a very 
important and vital area of flow chemistry. Besides the optimization 
of sample processing methods and devices, a very significant trend 
of research involves improving the detection methods. In this case 
an increasing importance is observed for current achievements of 
nanotechnology [97].

As especially pronounced developing trends in flow analysis 
one can indicate the improvement of sample processing methods, 
their application in hyphenated methods, and quickly progressing 
miniaturization of flow analysis systems [98]. Numerous improvements 
in on-line sample processing reported frequently in literature for 
analytical purposes results mostly from progress in material science 
and dedicated composites and from the adoption of different chemical 
interactions and new design of dedicated instrumental modules. 
The necessity of hyphenation of miniaturized instrumentation with 
processes occurring in micro- or even nano-dimensions resulted in 
suggesting a new description of such systems as mesofluidic systems 
[99], although it concerns types of flow systems, which were being 
developed for many years in the past. An example of the progress in 
this area can be a development of systems for handling a suspension 
of non-uniformly sized bead materials [100] or developing mesofluidic 
systems for synthetic purposes which allows the formation of micro- 
and millimeter droplets [101].

A very efficient way of practical analytical utilization of the on-
line sample processing is hyphenation of flow systems with large 
spectroscopic of chromatographic instrumental set-ups, which leads 
to convenient mechanization of whole analytical procedures and 
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to the improvement of functional parameters of multicomponent 
determinations [102]. Particular attention in recent years is focused on 
hyphenation of flow analytical systems with mass spectrometry. ICP-
MS spectrometers allow the sensitive elemental determinations (Figure 
8) [103] or labeled molecules in cellular samples [104]. MS systems 
with ionization of organic compounds can be applied for very sensitive 
determinations of chemical residues [105], profiling of different groups 
of compounds [106], or replacing immunoassays in determination of 
different stimulants and their metabolites [107].

The third mentioned development trend of flow analysis involves the 
miniaturization of measuring devices. Microfluidics already has wide 
applications in medical diagnostics [108] and environmental analysis 
[109]. New instrumental constructions are focused on the design of 
paper-based devices (Figure 9) [110,111], which are simple items for 
mass-production and inexpensive ones, which can find numerous 
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potential applications. Especially promising seems to be fast progress in 
design of nanofluidics, (Figure 10) which are the most advanced devices 
for slow analysis, and also for flow synthetic chemistry [112,113].
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