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DESCRIPTION

Fibromyalgia is a complex and enigmatic chronic pain disorder
that affects millions of people around the world. Fibromyalgia,
which is characterized by widespread musculoskeletal pain,
fatigue, and a wide range of other symptoms, it is a major
challenge for individuals who experience fibromyalgia. It is a
chronic pain disorder that involves widespread musculoskeletal
pain, tenderness, and heightened sensitivity to various stimuli,
frequently accompanied by other symptoms. It is a complex
condition that affects multiple body systems, including the
nervous, immune, and endocrine systems. It is more common in
women than men and typically develops between the ages of 30
and 60. While its exact prevalence is challenging to determine
due to varying diagnostic criteria, it is estimated to affect 2%-8%
of the global population.

Symptoms of fibromyalgia chronic pain
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Fibromyalgia is characterized by a combination of symptoms; the
main characteristic is chronic discomfort. Common symptoms
include:

Widespread pain: The identifying symptom of fibromyalgia is
widespread, chronic pain that affects multiple areas of the body.
This pain is frequently described as a deep, aching, and burning
sensation.

Tender points: Individuals with fibromyalgia frequently have
specific tender points on their bodies; even the slightest pressure
can cause pain. These points are commonly tested during a
physical examination.

Fatigue: It is a pervasive symptom in fibromyalgia, and it
regularly exceeds common fatigue. It can be overwhelming and
affect daily functioning.

Sleep disturbances: Sleep is frequently disrupted in individuals
with fibromyalgia, with frequent apprehensions and non-
restorative sleep. This contributes to the fatigue and cognitive
symptoms associated with the condition.

Headaches: Migraines and tension headaches are common
among individuals with fibromyalgia.

Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS): Gastrointestinal symptoms,
such as abdominal pain, diarrhea, and constipation, are often
experienced.

Depression and anxiety: Fibromyalgia is frequently associated
with mood disorders, including depression and anxiety.

Diagnosis and medical evaluation

Diagnosing fibromyalgia can be challenging, as there are no
definitive tests or imaging studies that can confirm the
condition. Diagnosis typically relies on clinical evaluation, and
medical evaluation may include:

Physical examination: A healthcare provider will perform a
physical examination, providing particular attention to the
presence of tender points and assessing for other possible causes
of the symptoms.

Symptom assessment: The patient's reported symptoms are
main factor in diagnosis. Symptoms must addressed specific
criteria, including widespread pain and the presence of tender
points.

Medical history: The healthcare provider will examine the
patient's medical history, including any physical or emotional
traumas or stressful events that may have caused the condition.

Causes and triggers of fibromyalgia

The actual cause of fibromyalgia is undetermined. However
several factors are considered to play an important role in its
development:

Genetics: Fibromyalgia appears to be an inherited tendency. A
family history of the disease can increase the possibility of
obtaining dementia.

Nervous system abnormalities: Fibromyalgia is hypothesized to
be a result of alterations in the central nervous system, which
cause increased responsiveness to pain and other stimulation.
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Abnormal pain processing: Individuals with fibromyalgia
develop processors that organize pain signals differently,
enhancing pain perception.

Environmental factors: Physical or emotional trauma, such as
injuries, infections, or stressful events, can trigger or exacerbate
fibromyalgia symptoms.

Hormonal changes: Hormonal fluctuations, particularly in
women, can influence the severity of fibromyalgia symptoms.
Treatment and management techniques

Managing fibromyalgia is a complex and continues procedure.
Effective management frequently involves a combination of
techniques:

J Pain Manage Med, Vol.9 Iss.5 No:1000233

OPEN a ACCESS Freely available online

Medications: Medications are frequently used to manage
fibromyalgia symptoms. These may include: Pain Relievers,
antidepressants, and anticonvulsants.

Lifestyle modifications: Certain changes in behavior can help
with fibromyalgia management. These modifications may
include: Regular exercise, sleep hygiene, and stress management.

Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT): CBT is a type of
psychotherapy that helps individuals with fibromyalgia manage
their symptoms and improve their quality of life by changing
their thought patterns and behaviors.

Physical therapy: Physical therapists can help individuals with
fibromyalgia develop exercise routines and techniques for
managing pain.
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