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Description

Stomatology, also known as oral medicine or oral and maxil-
lofacial medicine is a specialized branch of dentistry that fo-
cuses on the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of diseases
and disorders affecting the mouth, jaws, and related structures.
It encompasses various fields, including oral pathology, oral
medicine, oral radiology, and oral and maxillofacial surgery.
Stomatology plays a crucial role in maintaining oral health
and overall well-being. It will delve deeper into stomatology,
exploring its significance, key areas of focus, and the contri-
butions it makes to the field of dentistry.Oral health is an inte -
gral part of overall health, and maintaining a healthy mouth is
essential for overall well-being. Stomatology addresses a wide
range of dental and oral health issues, aiming to prevent, diag-
nose, and treat various conditions that affect the oral cavity. By
providing comprehensive oral care, stomatology plays a vital
role in promoting overall health and improving the quality of
life for individuals.

Key Areas of Focus in Stomatology

Oral pathology: Oral pathology is the branch of stomatology
that deals with the diagnosis and management of diseases af-
fecting the oral and maxillofacial regions. Stomatologists in this
field study the causes, nature, progression, and effects of oral
diseases, including oral cancer, infections, autoimmune disor-
ders, and developmental abnormalities. They utilize various di-
agnostic techniques, such as biopsies, histopathology, and mo-
lecular testing, to identify and treat oral pathologies effectively.

Oral medicine: Oral medicine is concerned with the non-sur-
gical management of oral diseases and disorders. Stomatolo-
gists specializing in oral medicine diagnose and treat conditions
like oral ulcers, mucosal disorders, Temporo Mandibular Joint
(TMJ) disorders, salivary gland disorders, and oral manifesta-
tions of systemic diseases. They often work closely with other
healthcare professionals to provide comprehensive care and ad-
dress the underlying causes of oral health issues.

Oral radiology: Oral radiology, also known as dental and max-
illofacial radiology, focuses on the use of radiographic imaging
techniques to diagnose and manage dental and oral diseases.
Stomatologists in this field interpret dental X-rays, Cone-Beam
Computed Tomography (CBCT) scans, and other imaging mo-
dalities to identify dental caries, periodontal diseases, oral in-
fections, tumours, and other abnormalities. They play a crucial
role in treatment planning and providing accurate diagnoses.

Oral and maxillofacial surgery: Oral and maxillofacial sur-
gery is a specialized field within stomatology that involves
surgical procedures to treat various conditions affecting the
mouth, jaws, face, and neck. Stomatologists trained in oral and
maxillofacial surgery perform complex procedures like tooth
extractions, dental implant placement, corrective jaw surgery,
cleft lip and palate repair, and treatment of facial trauma. They
often collaborate with other dental and medical specialists to
deliver optimal outcomes for patients.

Stomatologists employ specialized knowledge and techniques
to diagnose and treat complex oral health issues. Their exper-
tise in oral pathology, oral medicine, and oral radiology allows
for early detection and accurate diagnosis of oral diseases. This
early intervention can prevent the progression of conditions and
improve treatment outcomes. Stomatology plays a vital role
in maintaining oral health and improving overall well-being.
Through its various specialized fields, including oral pathol-
ogy, oral medicine, oral radiology, and oral and maxillofacial
surgery, stomatology addresses a wide range of dental and oral
health issues. By providing advanced diagnosis, interdisciplin-
ary collaboration, oral health promotion, and research contribu-
tions, stomatology continues to make significant contributions
to the field of dentistry. As our understanding of oral diseases
and treatment modalities evolves, stomatology remains at the
forefront, ensuring the provision of comprehensive oral care for
patients worldwide.
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