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DESCRIPTION

Social history is a subfield of history that studies the everyday 
lives of ordinary people and how they lived throughout time. It is 
an important field of inquiry as it provides insight into how our 
society has changed over time, allowing us to better understand 
our language and culture. The interplay between social history 
and language is complex but, when studied, can provide a greater 
understanding of each element. One of the main ways that social 
history has impacted language is through the introduction of new 
words and phrases. In addition to influencing grammar and 
vocabulary, social history has an important role to play in the way 
we interpret language. Different cultures often have different 
interpretations for certain words or expressions which can lead to 
confusion if not understood correctly. Language has always been 
an important part of our social identity. It can be used to convey 
our status, background, and beliefs.

As society has grown more stratified over time, the differences in 
language use among various social classes have become more 
pronounced. In broad terms, the language of people from higher 
social classes tends to be more formal and proper than that of 
people from lower classes. This can be seen in the way they talk, 
dress, and behave in public. Those from upper classes generally 
use more ornate words or phrases and are careful with their 
grammar, pronunciation, and overall word choice. Lower class 
individuals often speak with less formality and may rely on slang 
or colloquialisms. It is also important to note that language use is 
not just limited to verbal communication it includes written 
communication as well. For example, upper class people tend to 
write using higher levels of language and structure while lower 
class people may struggle with spelling or grammar errors when 
writing emails or documents. The influence of social classes on 
language usage extends beyond just written or verbal 
communication-it also  impacts  other  aspects  of  communication 

such as body language and facial expressions. Those from higher 
classes often display a poise in their demeanor while those from 
lower classes may appear less graceful or composed in 
comparison.

It is clear that language is shaped by the culture in which it is 
used. As society has changed over time, so too have the ways we 
communicate. This interplay between social history and language 
can be explored through a variety of cultural movements that 
have taken place over generations. Looking at how language has 
evolved in response to these cultural changes provides insight 
into the complexities of communication and the importance of 
understanding its roots. One example of how cultural 
movements have impacted language is seen in the development 
of African American Vernacular English (AAVE). Over the 
course of history, African Americans were often subject to 
systemic oppression and racism which caused them to form their 
own unique dialects as a way of resisting cultural hegemony.

The origins of AAVE can be traced back to early African 
American slaves who blended together various languages from 
different African countries with English spoken by their 
enslavers. As time progressed, this dialect continued to develop 
and become increasingly distinct from other forms of English 
due to further social isolation experienced by Black people 
throughout history. Today, AAVE serves as an important part of 
African American culture as it represents both a shared sense of 
identity amongst black people and a way to resist oppressive 
forces such as racism. By exploring how language has been 
shaped by cultural movements such as those experienced by 
African Americans, we can gain valuable insight into how our 
communication has been formed and continues to evolve over 
time. Understanding this interplay between social history and 
language helps us gain deeper understanding into our current 
forms communication while also appreciating the importance of 
respect for diverse cultures.
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