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DESCRIPTION
Cultural anthropology is one of the four main subfields of
anthropology, focusing on the study of human societies, their
cultures, values, beliefs, and social structures. It aims for to
understand the diverse ways in which people across the globe
live, organize themselves, and make sense of the world around
them. Cultural anthropologists explore everything from
relationship and religion to economic systems, power dynamics,
and social change, offering critical insights into the human
experience. In today’s globalized world, cultural anthropology
remains more relevant than ever. The rapid pace of change,
driven by globalization, technology, migration, and
environmental challenges. As cultures intermingle and evolve,
new social issues emerge, such as identity conflicts, the erosion
of traditional values, and the growing gap between the rich and
the poor.

In a world where globalization often leads to the imposition of
dominant cultural values on marginalized communities, cultural
relativism is a necessary lens through which we can evaluate
cultural practices without falling into the trap of moral judgment
or cultural control. Cultural relativism does not mean that we
must accept all cultural practices as morally equal, but it
challenges us to understand why certain practices persist and
how they function within particular societies. This approach
encourages empathy and tolerance, helping to reduce
intercultural mistakes and conflicts.

Ethnography provides a detailed, ground-level view of how
people navigate the complexities of their cultural worlds. It
offers insights into how individuals negotiate identity, power,
and resistance within their social environments. As global
languages like English dominate media and education systems,
indigenous languages and cultural practices are increasingly
being pushed to the margins. The rapid spread of digital

technology and social media has accelerated this process,
exposing younger generations to a globalized culture that often
prioritizes material wealth and independence over community-
based values.

For cultural anthropologists, this raises important questions
about cultural preservation and the ethics of studying cultures
that are undergoing rapid change. How can anthropologists
ensure that their research does not contribute to the further
marginalization of the cultures they study? And what role should
they play in advocating for the preservation of cultural diversity
in the face of homogenization?

There is a growing awareness within the field about the need to
determine anthropology by challenging the traditional
hierarchies between researcher and subject. This means involving
local communities in the research process, ensuring that they
have a say in how their culture is represented and how the
research is used. It also means recognizing the knowledge and
expertise of indigenous scholars and practitioners, rather than
treating them as passive subjects of study.

Additionally, the thin volume of data available in the digital
world presents a challenge for anthropologists. In contrast to the
small, localized communities that were traditionally the focus of
ethnographic research, today’s anthropologists often deal with
global networks of communication and influence. This requires
new approaches to data collection and analysis, as well as a
transparency to interdisciplinary collaboration with fields such
as data science, media studies, and sociology. Similarly, cultural
anthropologists have been involved in movements for
indigenous rights, gender equality, and environmental justice. By
documenting the experiences of marginalized groups and
highlighting the cultural dimensions of social issues,
anthropologists provide a critical perspective that is often
missing from popular policy discussions.
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