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Abstract:

As One Of The Main Goals Of The Partnership Frame-
work (PF) Between The Government Of Ethiopia (GoE)
And The U.S. Government (USG), Ethiopia Has Set A
National Target Of Reducing New HIV Infections By
50% By The End Of 2014 (National Target). Funded By
The USG, The PF Provides A Five-Year Joint Strategic
Plan (2010-2014) For Cooperation To Support Ethio-
pia’s National HIV/AIDS Response (PEPFAR, 2010).
Ethiopia Has An Estimated Adult Prevalence Of 1.5%
And About A Million People Living With HIV/AIDS
(PLWHA) (ECSA & IFC, 2012), Among Countries Most
Affected By The Epidemic. The International Labor
Organization (ILO) Projection For 2015 Indicates That
As Much As 8.5% Of The Ethiopian Labor Force Loss
Will Be Due To HIV/AIDS Deaths (World Learning,
2012). On The Other Hand, Since The PF Took Effect,
USG Funding To The Program Has Been In Constant
Decline. Moreover, The PF Does Not Fully Take Into Ac-
count Context And Development Barriers Due To The
Prevailing Social, Political, Economic And Development
Policies In The Country. Participation Of The Private
Sector, Independent Civil Societies And Media In The
Development Process Has Been Severely Curtailed. Con-
textual Factors Have Been Seriously Challenging The
Prevention Of MotherTo-Child Transmissions (PMTCT)
Efforts. Furthermore, The Country Lacks A Comprehen-
sive Strategy To Fully Address The Issue Of Most-At-Risk
Population (MARP) As Drivers Of The HIV Epidemic;
And The HIV/AIDS Response Excludes Men Who Have
Sex With Men (MSM), A “Significant Unacknowledged”
But Fast Growing Transmission Route Of HIV (Tadele,
2008). Drawing from Literature Review and Practicum
Experience in Ethiopia, This Paper Examines the Feasi-
bility of Ethiopia’s National Target. The Main Problem
In The HIV/AIDS Discourse In Ethiopia Appears To Be
Behavioral Change, But Not Lack Of Knowledge. In Ad-
dition, Contrary To The Widespread Public Belief That
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Homosexuality Is Not Ethiopian, There Exists A Flourish-
ing Underground Male-Sex Trade In Addis Ababa.
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