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DESCRIPTION
This viewpoint contends that human cooperative inclinations
co-evolved with intergroup conflict and warfare, giving rise to a
coalitional psychology of parochial altruism and tribalism. A
surprising lack of attention has been paid in the expanding
literature on war and social cooperation to the circumstances in
which exposure to war violence actually increases or decreases
altruism, as well as the psychological processes by which it does
so. The psychology literature on welfare tradeoffs also raises
recommendations for more study into the factors that influence
decision-making concerning welfare tradeoffs and the
circumstances that mitigate them. The impact of war on
altruism, according to our argument, will be influenced by two
things. The target of the altruistic transaction may fall into one
of two social categories:

• Those to which they belong.
• Those to which they may be seen to pose a threat.

Our hypotheses are elaborated using an evolutionary social
psychological approach that combines the threat management
and welfare tradeoff perspectives. We also present results from a
large-scale survey experiment that was conducted among Syrian
and Iraqi war refugees in a naturalistic setting to test them.
Beyond the current focus on "tribalism" and local charity in
literature and public debate, our study shows how people react
differently to several intersecting social categories as they adjust
to the experience of war.

Threat management approach

The evolutionary threat-management theory contends that social
cognition has developed in response to the problems that
humans encountered in their prehistoric environment. The risk
of dangers including robbery, infectious illness, and
interpersonal violence increases for someone who lives near to
people. As a result, those who were better at spotting others who
presented such hazards had a higher chance of surviving and
procreating. It is likely that natural selection produced learning

systems that evaluated signs to people who may constitute a
threat as well as emotional and behavioural responses that
reduced such threats.

Social categorization and threat

When determining the amount of threat offered by the other
rapidly, easily recognizable, quickly processed, and difficult-to-
fake social indicators have likely been particularly common.
Violence has historically been committed more frequently by
men and young people. Men and young people are so often seen
as more menacing than women and the elderly. In addition,
because of the lengthy history of intergroup and intertribal
violence and rivalry over resources, people are more likely to
view members of other groups as dangerous. Results from the
emotion recognition literature show that men, young people,
and members of outgroup have a tendency to be perceived as
more dangerous. Angry facial expressions make it easier to
recognise masculine faces since we are stronger at recognizing
anger in youthful and male faces. Additionally, white perceivers
have a particularly long time to unlearn their scared reactions to
the faces of strangers who are not white, and this impact seems
to only apply to male faces.

Altruism and threat

The ultimate objective of altruism, according to our definition,
is to improve the welfare of others, even if doing so compromises
one's own wellbeing. According to our hypothesis, such altruistic
drives should be diminished by danger perceptions. Unless
helping the other may prevent him or her from hurting you,
helping someone who poses a threat does not make sense from
the standpoint of evolutionary fitness. Benefiting a hostile
individual would effectively improve his or her potential to hurt
you if there are no indicators that doing so would stop the other
person from acting hostilely. we predict that social groups that
provide a greater threat (such as outgroup members, men, and
young people) would receive fewer altruistic responses than those
that pose a smaller threat (ingroup members, females and the
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elderly). We also expect that the effects of group membership,
gender, and age on altruism will be mediated by perceptions of

threat as our theory is based on the varying degrees of threat
associated with different social categories.
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