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DESCRIPTION

Social history is an important part of any social studies
classroom, as it helps students to understand the past, present
and future of their community. By integrating local history into
inquiry-based teaching, teachers can use it as a tool to explore
topics such as culture, geography and economics. This approach
allows students to make connections between the past and
present, while also developing a greater understanding of the
causes and effects that have shaped their community. In addition
to teaching students about historical events in their own
backyard, incorporating local history into inquiry-based social
studies can also help teacher’s foster critical thinking skills in
their students. Through inquiry-based learning, teachers are able
to guide their students through an exploration of specific topics
related to their local area's unique history. As they investigate
these topics, they develop the skills necessary for engaging in
thoughtful ~debate and constructive dialogue around
controversial issues. Furthermore, including local history into
inquiry based social studies also allows teachers to promote
cultural understanding within their classroom. By exploring
different cultures within their own community or region,
teachers can help foster empathy amongst their students for
backgrounds and beliefs
Additionally, this approach also provides an opportunity for
teachers to engage with parents and members of the community

members of diverse systems.

who may have additional insight into certain historical events or
stories associated with a particular region or area. Finally,
incorporating local history into inquiry-based social studies can
be used as a vehicle for celebrating a community’s unique
heritage and identity. Students can become more aware of how
different aspects of the past have come together to shape our
shared sense of identity today. Furthermore, using active inquiry
methods such as walking tours or interviews with elders from the
community encourages students to explore how people from
different backgrounds lived in harmony before modern times.

Moreover, it encourages cultural understanding by bringing
awareness about diverse perspectives from different cultures
livingin the same area while promoting celebration of one’s
shared heritage and identity. Incorporating social history into

inquiry-based teaching is an effective way to increase student
engagement and learning. When teachers introduce local stories,
events, and histories in their classrooms, they open the door to
meaningful learning experiences that can help students gain a
deeper understanding of their community and its culture.
Through this approach, students become more actively engaged
with their own education as they use primary source materials to
explore people’s past experiences and draw connections to their
current lives. Using local history as a cornerstone of social studies
teacher preparation can provide a number of benefits for both
pre-service and in-service educators. By incorporating primary
sources into professional development activities, teachers will
develop a strong conceptual foundation in history that will
inform how they teach. This type of inquiry based instruction
encourages independent thinking, critical analysis skills, as well
as creativity in lesson planning which are essential skills for any
successful educator. Additionally, by introducing primary
documents into teacher preparation courses, teachers can get a
better understanding of how local histories can be used in the
classroom setting to engage students in meaningful investigations
that promote social responsibility.

One way to utilize the advantages of local history instruction is
through creating simulations or role plays based on historical
events or concepts. For example, one could construct a
simulation where student’s role play the actions of citizens during
the Civil Rights Movement or create an interactive map
explaining major periods of immigration into a particular region.
In either case, these activities allow students to step back in time
and consider different perspectives while engaging with primary
source materials such as photographs or letters from those
involved at the time. As these simulations unfold in class,
teachers introduce key concepts related to social studies
objectives while guiding students toward making connections
between past and present situations. Including local histories in
inquiry-based social studies teacher preparation helps educators
understand the importance of using primary sources when
teachingdifficult concepts such as race relations or human rights
violations. By immersing themselves in these topics through
professional development courses that include activities such as
simulations or role plays based on historic events of the area
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educators gain practical skills for enhancing student engagement foster an appreciation for how history serves as an integral
and learning while introducing important lessons about our part of our lives today by providing insight into our cultural
shared heritage. Ultimately this approach allows teachers to identity.

] Socialomics, Vol.12 Iss.6 No:1000213 2



	Contents
	Authentication of Primary Sources and Inquiry-Based Learning in Social Studies
	DESCRIPTION




