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DESCRIPTION
Skin disease is one among the foremost common health 
problems in dogs and has many causes. The condition of the 
dog's skin and coat is additionally a crucial indicator of the dog's 
overall health. Dog skin conditions range from acute self-limiting 
problems to chronic or long-term problems that need lifelong 
treatment. Skin diseases may be primary or secondary (due to 
scratches, itching) in nature, complicating the diagnosis. Skin 
diseases may result from an absence of or over activity within the 
immune reaction. In cases where there are insufficient immune 
responses, the disease is sometimes described by the secondary 
disease that results. Examples include increased susceptibility to 
demodectic mange and recurrent skin infections, like Malassezia 
infection or bacterial infections.

Increased but harmful immune responses are divided into 
hypersensitivity disorders like atopic eczema and autoimmune 
disorders (autoimmunity), like pemphigus and discoid lupus 
erythematous. Atopic eczema Atopy could be a hereditary and 
chronic (lifelong) allergic skin condition. Signs usually begin 
between 6 months and three years old, with some breeds of dog, 
like the retriever, showing signs at an earlier age. Dogs with 
dermatitis are itchy, especially round the eyes, muzzle, ears and 
feet. In severe cases, the irritation is generalised. If the allergens 
are seasonal, the signs of irritation are similarly seasonal. Many 
dogs with house dust mite allergy have perennial disease. a 
number of the allergens related to atopy in dogs include pollens 
of trees, grasses and weeds, further as molds and house dust 
mites. Ear and skin infections caused by the bacterium 
Staphylococcus pseudintermedius and therefore the yeast 
Malasseziapachydermatis are common secondary to atopic 
eczema.

Food allergies can have the identical symptoms, and a few 
authorities consider food allergies to be a sort of dermatitis. 
Food allergies may be identified through an elimination diet test 
that uses a replacement or hydrolysed protein diet for a 
minimum of 6 weeks. Atopic eczema is diagnosed by eliminating 
fleas, mites, and other sources of irritation, including other 
parasites like cheyletidae and lice. Allergies to aeroallergens may

be identified by intradermal allergy tests and/or blood tests.
Treatment includes avoidance of unpleasant allergens when
possible, but this is often not practical or effective for many
dogs. Other treatments regulate the harmful immunologic
response to allergens and include antihistamines, steroids,
cyclosporine, and immunotherapy, a procedure for injecting
allergens to induce resistance. Shampoos, medicated wipes, and
ear cleaners are often needed to stop the recurrence of the
infection.

Autoimmune disorder of the skin Pemphigus foliaceus is that
the most typical disease in dogs. The blisters on the epidermis
quickly rupture, forming crusts and erosions. This most
ordinarily affects the face and ears initially, but in some cases it
spreads throughout the body. The soles of the feet are affected,
causing significant hyperkeratosis. Other autoimmune diseases
are bullous pemphigoid and bought epidermolysis bullosa.
Treatment of autoimmune skin requires steps to scale back the
abnormal reaction. Steroids, azathioprine and other drugs are
used as immunosuppressants. Infectious skin problem Dogs with
skin irritation and leg hair loss caused by alopecia.

Infectious skin diseases in dogs include infectious and non-
communicable infections or pests. Infectious infections include
parasites, bacteria, fungi, and viral skin diseases. One in every of
the foremost common infectious parasite skin diseases is scabies
(scabies). The opposite is mange caused by demodex
folliculorum, but this kind of mange isn't contagious. Another
infectious epidemic is caused by mites, cheyletidae. Dogs can
become infected with infectious lice. Other ectoparasites,
including flea and tick infestations aren't considered directly
contagious but are acquired from an environment where other
infested hosts have established the parasite's life cycle. Ringworm
may be a mycosis which will be contagious to other dogs
additionally as humans. It’s one in every of the foremost
frequent skin diseases. A dog can become infected by direct
contact with another infected dog, brushing up against a surface
that an infected dog has touched, in addition as coming
connected with species of ringworm that lives in soil.
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Ringworm is round, or ringed in shape. Symptoms of ringworm
can include hair loss on the sections of the infected area(s),
itchiness (may or might not occur), furthermore as inflamed
skin within the infected area. Ringworm tends to occur more in
puppies than adult dogs. Ringworm isn't a life threatening
condition but a veterinarian visit is sometimes needed so as to
substantiate the diagnosis and be prescribed a topical or oral
medication for the ringworm. Dog with dermatitis caused by

Malassezia (yeast) noncontagious skin infections may result 
when normal bacterial or fungal skin flora is allowed to 
proliferate and cause skin disorder. Common examples in dogs 
include Staphylococcus intermedius pyoderma, and Malassezia 
dermatitis caused by overgrowth of Malassezia pachydermatis. 
Alabama rot, which is believed to be caused by E. coli toxin, also 
causes skin lesions in 25% of cases and ultimately renal failure.
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