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How to improve the competence and skills of dentists to identify and support victims of domestic
violence
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Domestic violence (DV) is an important public health topic with one of three women experiencing DV at least once during their lifetime. During the COVID-19
pandemic, the number of domestic violence (DV) cases have increased due to quarantine measures. Therefore it is most important to identify victims of DV in
the health sector. Dentists are also frontline responders to DV; they do not only treat DV victims with dental injuries, but they also have the opportunity to screen
for the presence of DV when seing patients at regular check-ups. In a recent review (1), we could show that dentists are neither trained adequately nor do most
feel competent enough to ask victims about DV or support them as needed. There is a lack of training, because DV is often not taught at dentistry schools at all.
In this talk we will provide information on how to identifiy victims of DV, how to respond to victims after disclosure of DV and recommendations on how to improve
competences and skills of dentists in DV.
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