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Health policies and services in Latin America. In-equalities in coverage and quality.
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his study analyzes the

fragmented health policies
and services in Latin America,
comparing the cases of Brazil,
Colombia and Mexico. It
describes the historical social,
economic and political contexts
and pressures that frame the
process of building fragmented health policies and
services: the creation of corporative health plans
and the public basic services. It also describes the
evolution of public expenses and coverage in health
along with the contradictions, disadvantages and
limited achievements of these fragmented systems
in terms of coverage, generosity and quality of the
health plans and services; as well as their difficulties
in institutional building, funding sources and scope.
Results show that, in spite of a recent process of
expansion in coverage, differences in quality and
scope persist and even increase social inequalities,
discrimination and conflicts. The methodology
integrates bibliographic review, statistical analysis
and results of case studies. Different forms and
degrees of limited access, coverage, quality and
scope in basic health reinforce the persistence
of inequalities and discrimination of the poorest
and more vulnerable groups; and it is necessary to
reorient health policies in order to overcome the
challenges of a globalized world, discrimination and
market resistances.
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