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The liver is a unique organ with regenerative properties. As such, patients are able to undergo partial hepatectomy for 
treatment of cancerous lesions with good success. Although complete resection is possible for numerous cancers, palliative 
hepatectomies for noncurative disease have increased in recent years. Despite the increased frequency there remains no 
definitive surgical or anaesthetic guidelines on managing such patients with significant variation between institutions and 
cohorts .  

 Anaesthetic management of such patients can be challenging depending on severity of liver disease and patient associated 
comorbidities. Several scoring systems and preoperative assessment models such as MELD and Child-Pugh have been devel-
oped to risk stratify patients with liver disease.   General anaesthetic considerations for patients undergoing hepatectomy 
are acute blood loss, electrolyte abnormalities, inadequate analgesia, pulmonary and cardiovascular monitoring, and coag-
ulopathies.    

In our case report we review current anaesthetic recommendations for hepatectomy and present a 46-year-old male with 
primary neuroendocrine tumour from the rectum with metastasis to the liver, who underwent palliative partial hepatectomy 
for near complete filling mass of the abdomen. 
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