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An ecosystem is a community of living organisms and non-living components of their environment (things like air, water and 
minerals soil); interacting as a system. There are different types of ecosystems; terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Aquatic 

ecosystems are divided into marine (salt water) and fresh water ecosystems which have a distinct set of management issues such 
as ownership issues, harvesting methods and allowable harvest quotas. There are different activities from the different types 
of ecosystems; this includes diverse food webs, nursery and feeding ground for many species, high biodiversity, vulnerable 
benthic habitats, tourism and recreation, trading and energy of goods and services, fisheries and fish farming provides 90% 
of the world fish catch. The United Nations estimates that 70% of the world’s marine fisheries are being overexploited as 
the number of fishers’ increases. Marine ecosystems are very important for the overall health of both marine and terrestrial 
environments. The management of marine fisheries resources is the difficulty in achieving agreement on limits to the harvest, 
across the oceans (with area closure on fishing activities, marine protected areas (MPA) and Benthis habitats), for example, 
Canada, the USA over the management of Pacific salmon and the North Atlantic Cod in the 1990s. The management of coastal 
zones resources has difficulty in achieving agreement on urbanization with challenges such as water quality and pollution 
and development in Shoreline stabilization, land reclamation. Thus, there is need for management tools in addressing the 
land-sea interface (coastal zone) is one of the most complex areas of management being the home to an increasing number of 
activities, rights and interests especially in mining and sand gravel activities. For example, there is a sea of chaos superimposed 
projection of all activities and infrastructures in the Belgian waters. Therefore, international agreements are required to manage 
the resource since the oceans do not belong to any country. Thus, international organization like the FAO, USA,UNEP and 
Icelandic policies on the oceans and ecosystems  management will maintain the marine ecosystem’s health, biodiversity and 
productive capacity of living resources to be utilized sustainably especially for the country Sierra Leone and the world.
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