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There are many names for marine protected areas but their objective is conservation of biological diversity. It is not for 
fisheries management. The IUCN has set some globally used principles for choosing marine sanctuary zones. To begin 

with a country is divided into bioregions which means recognising distinct marine regions by their biological characteristics. 
Then the 14 principles are used to choose representative sites. Each site should represent a  comprehensive selection of the 
biota, it should adequately cover  the  habitats in the bioregion and cover a representative  selection of the biota. Australian 
marine protected areas are inadequate in all IUCN Principles except for the Great Barrier Reef. Seagrass is an important 
component of all states’ coastal waters but is not well represented in size and biological characteristics. States have started well 
with scientists choosing MPAs but these choices were compromised by fishers and the oil and gas industry.
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