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New Orleans: Historic city with a poor memory

New Orleans is a city with a rich history that provides the foundation for its tourist attractions and its economy. It is also a 
city that has endured repeated destruction due to river floods and hurricanes and rebounded after each. One of the core 

principles of urban resilience is preserving the memory of lessons learned in the course of past events. This paper traces the 
erosion of social memory of key elements of urban development in the wake of a series of dramatic hurricanes. The purpose is 
to draw attention on the loss of urgency between tragic events and to foster more deliberate attempts to bolster the retention of 
lessons learned and to perpetuate social memory.
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