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Difference in subjective accessibility of on demand recall of visual, taste and olfactory memories
Petr Zach
Charles University, Czech Republic

The humans and maybe also other vertebrates have for not completely clear reasons very good access to visual and auditory 
memories while very limited access to the taste and olfactory memories. This is also true for the sensitive memory (pain, 

heat, cold, touch and vibrations). We present significant difference in the evocation capability between sensory memories 
(visual, taste and olfactory) throughout certain categories of the population. As object for this memory recall we selected 
French fries that are simple and generally known. From daily life we may intuitively feel that there is much better recall of the 
visual and auditory memory compared to the taste and olfactory ones. Our results in young (age 12-21 years) mostly females 
and some males show low capacity for smell and taste memory recall compared to far greater visual memory recall. This 
situation raises question whether we could train smell and taste memory recall so that it could become similar to visual or 
auditory ones. 
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