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This study explored the nature of international agreements (IAs) within Ontario Academic Health Science Centres (OAHSC) 
and presents the exploratory findings to create a basis for an academically defensible body of literature on the topic. In light 

of increasing healthcare costs, the Ontario health system needs to employ mechanisms that decrease expenditures, as well as 
strategies that have the potential to generate ancillary revenue. However, given the public nature of the provincial health system, 
these mechanisms and strategies should not be solely evaluated with respect to financial return on investments, but also evaluated 
with respect to the value that is delivered to the population. Further, as OAHSCs continue to broaden their market to emerging and 
developing economies, it is increasingly important to identify how, and if, these agreements contribute valuably to their respective 
OAHSC and provincial health system.

For the purposes of this study, IAs were defined as “hospital agreements with foreign governments or organizations for the provision of 
health-care related consulting and other services” (; these agreements exclude conditions for international patient services [IPS] (i.e., 
solicitation of international patients). The results from this study explore the unique drivers, barriers and provincial/ organizational 
benefits of pursuing IAs amongst OAHSC. In publically funded health systems, it is important to understand the different elements of 
IAs and be able to identify the return on investment and/or impact that these agreements are having on the systems’ ability to provide 
high quality care to local patients; this is only possible after close consideration of the drivers, barriers and benefits of IAs.

Biography
Andrew D. Scarffe is a graduate of the Faculty of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences and works as a Research Associate with the Ivey International Centre for 
Health Innovation at the Ivey Business School. His personal research focuses on international activities of Academic Health Science Centres, as well as the 
intersection of global health initiatives and national security. Andrew has a forth coming book capter, The future of mHealth in the on-demand economy, in the book 
The Digitalization of Healthcare. Other research endeavours as lead him to be an invited keynote lecturer in Beijing, China on the intersection of healthcare and 
education.

ascarffe@ivey.ca

Andrew D. Scarffe et al., Health Care: Current Reviews 2016, 4:6 (Suppl)
http://dx.doi.org/10.4172/2375-4273.C1.29




