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India is one of the highly populated countries with high illiteracy rate, thus leading to in reduced awareness regarding the
proper usage of drugs and resulted in high mortality and morbidity rates. Pharmacists are the first choice in approach
towards medication safety. Pharmaceutical care service is on good raise with well-established pharmacy practice pharmacists
with patient care as prime focus. Incidence of ADR’s is increasingly more due to reduced practice about Pharmacovigilance.
The current prospective questionnaire based study was conducted to assess the knowledge, attitude and behavior of community
pharmacists regarding the detection, assessment, prevalence and reporting of Adverse Drug Reaction. A total of 135 pharmacies
participated in the study and filled the questionnaire. The data was analyzed using Kruskal-Wallis analysis of variance and
student t-test. Only 55 (40%) pharmacists knew about ADRS’S and 33 (25%) answered regarding adverse effects of anti-
tubercular drugs and only 37 (28%) knew about National Pharmacovigilance programme in India and 45 (33%) explained
about adverse effects before dispensing. More experienced and qualified pharmacists gave good scores. So this study showed
that in rural areas there is no proper knowledge about ADR assessment, detection and reporting. So a large lacuna has to be
overcome by pharmacists by increasing awareness among them by updating them at regular intervals by continuous education
programme for community pharmacists.
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