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The perioperative period is a time of increased risk. While under surgery the patient is not able to communicate and the body 
is being subjected to a variety of new stresses. Acute inflammatory mediators are being released during surgery, both acute 

and chronic pain processes are activated, patients have fluctuating levels of consciousness and their ability to accurately verbalize 
their needs may be hampered. The need to rapidly administer medications, facilitate throughput, and ensure rapid turnover places 
an extra level of urgency and risk for both the patient and healthcare provider. It is during this period that the risk of inadvertent 
administration of either an incorrect medication or incorrect dose poses the most difficulty. So, during this period what can be done 
to minimize this risk and ensure patient safety? In addition, how can the needs of efficiency and facile throughput be reconciled with 
patient safety?
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