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Schizophrenia is characterized by a broad range of unusual behaviors that cause profound disruption in the lives of people
suffering from the condition, as well as in the lives of the people around them. Schizophrenia strikes without regard to gender,
race, social class or culture. In treating schizophrenia patients, chlorpromazine a conventional anti-psychotic drug, which was
discovered in 1950’, has an exhaustively characterized efficacy/safety profile. However, chlorpromazine is not specific to one site
of action within the body. Consequently, it is known to cause adverse effects ranging from dry mouth, blurred vision and urinary
retention as well as restlessness, tardive dyskinesia which can be difficult to reverse. Second-generation antipsychotic agents like
clozapine, risperidone, olanzapine etc., were found to be inconsistently more effective than first-generation agents in alleviating
negative, cognitive, and depressive symptoms and had a lower liability to cause tardive dyskinesia; these modest benefits were
principally driven by the ability of second-generation antipsychotics to provide equivalent improvement in positive symptoms
along with a lower risk of causing extra pyramidal side-effects. Data from two major government-funded studies of comparative
antipsychotic effectiveness in schizophrenia contradict the widely prevalent belief that the newer second-generation medications
are vastly superior to the older first-generation drugs.
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