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Rationale: Neisseria gonorrhoea causes well known sexually transmitted diseases such as genital, pharyngeal and ano-rectal
infections. Bloodstream invasions occur only in 0.5-3% of infections and results in disseminated gonococcal infections.

Objectives: The objective of this study was to demonstrate the ability of Neisseria to cause bacteraemia and their prompt
identification from a blood culture positive bottle in a regional laboratory setting.

Methods: Blood culture using BACTEC 9240 (Becton Dickinson), Gram stain technique, MALDI TOF, VITEK 2 System, MIC
techniques for antibiotic sensitivity were used in the study.

Results: Blood culture bottle became positive on day 3 and the gram stain from culture on day 4 demonstrated gram negative
diplococci. MALDI TOF reading gave 2.2 and VITEK 2 System gave a result of 99% probability. The organism was sensitive to
Penicillin, Ceftriaxone and Ciprofloxacin.

Conclusion: The Neisseria bacteraemia was an accidental discovery in this patient who had presented to ED with fever. The
patient was not aware of Neisseria infection. The timely detection of Neisseria helped the health authorities to track down the
patient and commence his treatment with ceftriaxone 500 mg and azithromycin 1g, thereby limiting the spread of this infection
in his community.
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