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Plastic films (e.g., shopping bags, flexible packaging, wraps) show different behaviour compared with rigid materials mainly 
due to its flexibility. During recycling, an efficient drying or dewatering of these materials is required to ensure the high 

quality of the recovered products. Despite the importance of good drying, this operation has not been studied at laboratory or 
pilot plant scale. In this work, the mechanical drying of high density polyethylene films by centrifugation has been assessed. A 
number of experiments were performed by using a laboratory centrifuge. The experimental results have been used to describe 
the process of water removal from the plastic flexible mass. Furthermore, the possibility of plastic cake formation, similar to 
the sludge cake, is suggested. The water is retained within the plastic cake due to three phenomenon: free water within the cake 
pores and voids, water maintained by capillarity (superficial and pendular) and the water trapped due to the tortuosity of the 
plastic mass. The experimental results showed that an optimum side length exists. The moisture content is minimized when the 
flake side lies between 1 and 2 cm. Finally, it has been found that the moisture content is a function of the plastic surface. Hence, 
the specific moisture content (the mass of water per total plastic surface) should be calculated to compare films with uneven 
thickness or made of different materials. In sum, the outcomes of this study could represent the fundaments of the further and 
more extensive research into the plastic films drying processes.

Figure 1: Mechanical drying of flexible plastic films by centrifugation at laboratory scale.
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