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Pediatric dentist: The difference maker
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peech and language development is a useful indicator of a child’s overall development and cognitive ability. Identification of

children at a risk for developmental delay or related problems may lead to intervention and assistance at a young age, when the
chances for improvement are the best. Pediatric dentists are primarily involved in treating young children and communication with
the child is essential for co-operation and effective treatment. During the process of communicating with the child any evidence of
abnormal speech or deviant or delayed language skills can be identified by the pediatric dentist. Thus, screening children for speech
and language delay can be integrated into routine clinical practice, followed by referrals for thorough diagnostic evaluation and
appropriate intervention.
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