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One of the major challenges facing head and neck oncology is the restoration of function after oncologic surgery of the oral 
cavity. Dental rehabilitation is crucial for achieving good outcomes. Pre-surgical planning with the restoring prost-hodontist is 

mandatory before implant surgery. For many investigators, the facial skeletal deformities and unfavorable anatomy of the intraoral 
soft tissues often constituted insurmountable obstacles for dental rehabilitation and functional reconstruction. Within the general 
objective of securing esthetic as well as functional reconstructions, dental rehabilitation is an important consideration for achieving 
a good outcome. Adequate dental rehabilitation allows the patient to chew food and considerably improves speech and swallowing. 
Prosthodontic treatments depend on the degree of edentulousness or the type of defect present. Maxillary defects are created by 
surgical treatment of benign or malignant neoplasms, congenital malformation and by trauma. The size and location of the defects 
influence the degree of impairment and difficulty in prosthetic rehabilitation. Lack of support, retention, and stability are common 
prosthodontic treatment problems for patients who have had a maxillectomy. A prosthesis used to close a palatal defect in a dentate 
or edentulous mout h is referred to as an obturator. The obturator prosthesis is used to restore masticatory function and improve 
speech, deglutition and cosmetics for maxillary defect patients. Rehabilitation with a maxillary obturator is successful in restoring 
preoperative speech function. Rehabilitation of individuals with involvement of the soft palate may be more challenging. Speech 
outcome measurements are valuable in guiding treatment and determining the effectiveness of rehabilitation with a maxillary 
obturator prost hesis in individuals with palatal resection.
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