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Changing tides of forensic odontology: The use of post mortem computed tomography and dental/
orofacial morphological features in human identification
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he process of identification of deceased individuals using orthodox forensic odontology techniques has commonly

involved the comparison of plain film radiographs and more recently digital films. With the availability of wider imaging
modalities that dentists utilize on their patients and the reduction in interventionist dentistry the focus of contemporary
dental identification is shifting from iatrogenic dental identifiers to those that use morphological and pathological features.
The introduction five years ago of full body computed tomography to routine post-mortem investigation within the Coronial
jurisdiction in Victoria at the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM) has provided forensic odontologists with an
alternative instrument in which to examine, record and compare the dentition of deceased individuals without the need for
invasive examination and radiography in the mortuary environment. This presentation introduces the post mortem computed
tomography (PMCT) technology that is used in day to day human identification at the VIFM and provides case by case imagery
to discuss the use of post-mortem dental and facial morphology in establishing identification. Author has also introduced
some of the difficulties associated with this modality and current research that is underway to address these issues improving
future capability.
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