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ariability is basis for any crop improvement programme. For assessment of variability, hundred Lathyrus local collections

were collected from the tribal farmers of Eastern Vidarbha Zone (Gadchiroli, Chandrapur, Gondia, Bhandara and
Nagpur) of Maharashtra, India and evaluated in augmented design for yield and its contributing characters along with checks
viz., Ratan, Prateek and Mahateora at College of Agriculture, Gadchiroli during 2011-12. Local collection showed significant
variation for yield per plant (1.68 to 3.89 g), pods per plant (13 to 26), height of plant (24.4 to 34.7), 100 seed weight (6.36
to 9.66), number of branches per plant (4.7 to 7.4), days to flowering (53 to 64) and days to maturity (88 to 99). Five local
collections were significantly superior over all checks for yield per plant. Similarly, 13 local collections for pods per plant and
14 local collections for number of branches per plant were significantly superior over all checks.

During year 2012-13, twenty six local collections along with three checks were evaluated in Randomized Block design. All
the local collections showed significant variation for yield. Local collections CAGL-93, CAGL-43, CAGL-19, and CAGL-86
were identified as promising.
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