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Impact of cooperative societies on cassava production in Offa local government area, Kwara state, Nigeria
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his paper investigated the impact of cooperative societies on Cassava production in Offa local government area of Kwara state.

Data were collected from a sample of 300 farmers of both the cooperators and the non-cooperators between January 2005 and
January 2006. Data were chosen by Simple Random Sampling Technique. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the objectives
while Man Whitney U test, Probit and Discriminant analysis were used for the analysis of the hypotheses. The results revealed
that, majority 77 percent of the farmers were male. While 22 percent were females. The results further revealed that, majority of
the farmers 55 percent were married, 49 percent with 4 children and above with majority of the farmers 30.7 percent attaining
secondary level of education. From the study 62.3 percent had access to credit, 34.3 percent sourced their credit from cooperative
societies. Majority of the farmers 33.3 percent used their money for mixed farming. The Man Whitney U results revealed a significant
relationship between marital status, level of education and years involved in cooperative societies (P<0.05). The results indicated that,
the most important constraints affecting cooperative societies are inadequate input supply, lack of money and lack of technical know-
how among others. The discriminant analysis showed the weight of the variables affect the membership of cooperatives. Therefore,
Agricultural Cooperatives can be seen as a channel through which modern and sustainable agricultural practice can be in enhanced.
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