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The Vestibular System is ancient contributor to Central Nervous System function, historically over 500 million years 
old. It has evolved to become more complex in Vertebrates. It provides precise information with respect to Gravity and 

Head movements which allows vertebrates to maintain balance and spatial orientation. In Humans, as in most Vertebrates, it 
provides such information to the Brain in concert with the Visual and Proprioceptive Systems with some contribution from the 
sense of Touch. Distortions, or loss, of vestibular inputs have been known, for centuries, to adversely affect balance. However, 
only recently, for decades, has knowledge surfaced indicating other effects on Brain function, particularly with regard to 
accompanying dysfunctions of the Visual, Cognitive and Affective   Systems. The aim of the Presentation is to describe  these  
adverse  effects  of  Vestibular dysfunction  as seen  in  a Neurotologic  practice,  and  to provide  literature describing these 
issues. The Presenter has concluded,  rom  his  observations  of  patients,  and  his review of the literature that the Vestibular 
System provides information basic to Brain functions other than balance and spatial orientation. He hopes to inform and 
stimulate the  Audience  to  consider  the  diffuse  role  of  the  Vestibular  System  in  Brain function.
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