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Objective: The new diagnostic statistical manual (DSM) requires the presence of fewer symptoms to make a diagnosis of adult ADHD 
while the criteria for diagnosis in childhood are unchanged as compared to previous editions. This study examines the prevalence of 
adults meeting the revised DSM-5 symptoms cutoff as compared to the previous DSM-IV symptoms cutoff.

Method: This study is part of a larger nationwide study that evaluated the use of, and the attitudes toward, ADHD medications by 
university students. 445 students from four major university faculties were surveyed and filled out questionnaires for our study.

Results: The proportion of participants that met the minimum threshold of six out of nine current symptoms in either of the two 
DSM-IV symptom domains (inattentive presentation and hyperactive/impulsive presentation) for ADHD was 12.7% while the 
proportion that met the minimum threshold of five symptoms in either of the DSM-5 symptom domains was 21%.

Conclusion: Since the new DSM requires fewer current symptoms for a diagnosis of ADHD, a significant increase (65%) was observed 
in the number of participants meeting the new cutoff as compared to the old DSM-IV symptoms cutoff. This increase in the number 
of adults meeting symptoms cutoff may affect the rates of adults diagnosed with ADHD. Using the new criteria may identify more 
adults with ADHD and fewer diagnoses will be missed. However, meeting the new symptoms cutoff should be considered within the 
overall clinical context to prevent over-diagnosis.
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