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Oral health conditions of children ages 6-12 in Barangay 81: An assessment
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his study primarily aimed to assess the oral health condition of children ages 6-12-year-old in Barangay 81. It also aimed

to find out how living in a poor Barangay affected quality of life, dental hygiene and oral health care of the children living
in the area? The researcher used descriptive method. It examined if there was a significant association between the socio-
economic status, educational attainment of parents, age, gender of children ages 6-12-year-old and oral health condition of
the respondents. This study used a random sampling of 40 children ages 6-12-year old of Barangay 81 for interview and
data gathering. A total of 40 children aged 6-12-year old were included. The prevalence of Dental caries was 97.5%. 30% had
malocclusion; 15% had thumb sucking, 20% had premature loss of tooth, 27.5% had gum disease; 2.5% had lip sucking; 2.5%
had mouth ulcer; 5% had Bruxism; 0% had acid erosion and 27.5% had broken teeth. The results indicated that dental caries
was highly prevalent in the Barangay 81 accounting to 97.5% of respondents. Number of the dental problems in male was more
than female. In the poor location, majority of the parents had a low degree of education. Also in the hypothesis, there was no
association between socio-economic status, age, gender, educational attainment and oral health conditions of the respondents
as confirmed by Chi square to be of no significance association because x2< tubular value. This may be due to a widespread
neglect of oral health due to failure of parents to maintain oral hygiene of their child. Despite new oral product and outreach
programs, this high level of untreated caries in this age bracket 6-12 years old raises concern.
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