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Introduction: Clinical skills involve student’s cognitive and technical skills, which represent the essential aspects of professional
competency. Clinical skills development was a focus of many recent studies. Previously conducted studies showed that
undergraduate dental students have more interest toward developing their technical clinical skills, which include simple and
complicated dental extractions, rather than developing cognitive skills. However, to the best of the author’s knowledge, there is
no previously conducted qualitative study to understand students’ perception of their cognitive clinical skills.

Materials & Methods: This focus group study was conducted in Al-Mustansiriya College of Dentistry. The study sample was
nine students. Six students were fifth year students, and three were fourth year students. Focus group discussion was conducted
using a set of open-ended questions based on previous study and the author’s 10 year clinical teaching experience. The model
on which the discussions were made was patient information sheet of oral surgery department.

Results: Reaching diagnosis and making logical treatment decision in the used patient information sheet model, as perceived
by students, seem to be a daunting process. The study showed that students have three overlapping views regarding diagnosis
and treatment planning items, importance contradict ambiguity and deterrence. There are no clear-cut boundaries between
these aspects, as important aspects for some participants still ambiguous for others. Ambiguous items is considered by some
students consider them as deterrent items.

Conclusion: Undergraduate dental students seem to have critical awareness towards the diagnostic and treatment planning
process, which might indicate that students have interest to develop their clinical cognitive skills. However, the pressure of time
with the clinical requirement appears to drive students to give more emphasis on technical skills.
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Figure 1: Study theoretical constructs (ver.7).
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