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Teratogens against cancer
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Small molecule teratogens can damage embryo cells but they are tolerable by adult mother’s cells. It is assumed that 
several teratogens taken with food, medicines or air can bind alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) instead of vital nutrition omega-3 

docosahexaenoic acid (DHA). Like AFP-DHA, AFP-teratogen non-covalent complex can cross placenta and can be internalized 
by embryo cells through cell-surface AFP receptor. Majority of cancer cells, unlike normal adult cells re-express AFP receptor 
and can be damaged by AFP-teratogen complex due to the same delivery mechanism avoiding side effects. AFP-drug non-
covalent complexes have shown promising results in cancer patients. 
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