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Growing a cell therapy industry: Opportunities and challenges
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Cell therapy represents the most recent phase of the biotechnology revolution in medicine. As with most remedies, cell 
therapies are based on ground-breaking scientific discoveries. Many of the achievements in the cell therapeutic space 

are quite recent. Importantly, progression of cell therapies brings a whole raft of scientific, manufacturing, regulatory and 
commercialization issues to be solved. Very few organizations that work in the space currently have all these capabilities in-
house. Thus, it is clear that collaborations between academic institutions, pharmaceutical enterprises, biotechnology companies 
and other stakeholders are important to accelerate the therapeutic developments. In the UK, the major barriers for the growth of 
a cell therapy industry have been identified as being regulatory, business, manufacturing and supply chain related. To overcome 
these hurdles the Technology Strategy Board, a governmental agency, founded the Cell Therapy Catapult to provide a critical 
mass of expertise to bridge the translational gap from bench to bedside and address the issues described above. New ways of 
effective partnering for innovation and investment in innovation will be described as strategies to overcome manufacturing 
and regulatory challenges that exist today.
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