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Strategies for neglected infection diseases, the examples of Diphtheria and Hepatitis B

Background & Aim: Most of infant vaccinations (Diphtheria, Polio, and Tetanus) are not mandatory for occupational exposures.
Vaccination against diphtheria is important to protect determined groups of workers who could be exposed to this infection,
e.g., after meeting foreign people. The aim of this study was to estimate the vaccination coverage and also the knowledge and the
behavior of workers towards vaccination against Diphtheria.

Method: A cross sectional study was conducted during one year using data included in the medical occupational files of a
group of miscellaneous population of workers. We established a distribution of jobs leading to high, medium and low risks to be
contaminated by Diphtheria.

Results: The high-risk group predominated (45% of the whole population studied) with identifying 55.5% of vaccinated people,
22.2% of unvaccinated ones and 22.2% who had an unknown status. Half of the medium exposure group (13% of the whole
population studied) was vaccinated and 45.8% of the low-risk population (40% of the whole population studied) was immunized.

Discussion: The belief that vaccinations are effective and safe was positively associated with willingness to be vaccinated. Despite
recommendations, the widespread use of this vaccine in the working population clearly postpones the vaccine intake and its
successes documented for pediatric vaccination programs. Globally, half of the working population vaccinated against Diphtheria
should be considered not to be sufficient and the vaccination coverage against this disease has to be enhanced.
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