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Background: Vaccination has proven a controversial parenting decision despite conclusive scientific evidence and consensus among 
healthcare communities of immunization’s preventive public health benefits and its low risks. In these polarized times, the controversy 
has become emotionally-fraught and increasingly vitriolic, making beneficial dialogue and mutual understanding elusive.

Aim: This qualitative study uses narrative interviews to examine the structures, tropes and themes of the stories people use to form 
and reflect their beliefs of the practice of vaccination, with the hope that a comparison between the stories used by people of varying 
beliefs can aid a more constructive conversation between these groups to emerge.

Research Design & Methodology: Qualitative study of stories using narrative interviews of parents along the entire anti-/pro-
vaccination spectrum of belief. The stories that our participants use to form and navigate their identity as anti-vaccination, vaccine-
hesitant, or pro-vaccination are transcribed and coded for their various themes, tropes and structures. Research 

Overview and Research Implications: We will use the data derived from our structured, transcribed interviews to compare and 
contrast our findings across the different groups in order to better understand what vaccines mean to people and how various 
groups make sense of the practice of vaccination. Their stories illustrate the complex reasoning involved in vaccination decisions, 
and challenge the simplistic way in which the vaccine debate is typically depicted. We then use these insights and interpretations to 
provide new strategies for fostering more productive communication between these groups, which can then yield more therapeutic 
policy proposals.
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