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Brazilian biodiesel: The case of the palm’s social projects
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Brazil is among the world's leading producers of biodiesel. The production of oleaginous derived biodiesel produced by small-
scale farmers is a key goal of PNPB. The Social Fuel Seal is one of the instruments for achieving this objective. However, the
goal of the productive insertion of small-scale farmers in Brazil’s less favored regions has not been fully achieved. The Brazilian
government had faced difficulties to promote regional development based on PNPB. In this context of difficulties, the productive
arrangements with palm oil should be emphasized. The presentation will show some details of the social arrangement developed
with palm in the North of the country. These social projects are a pilot and involved four projects with the total of 182 small
families. Unfortunately, the projects with palm are not competitive, even in the large scale, reason the focus company had already
got out of the biodiesel market. However, these projects are taken as reference and can promote social inclusion in the country’s
national biodiesel productive chain. Moreover, this case study can serve as an assessment tool for other countries that seek to invest
in the production of biodiesel with the concern for the social production inclusion of disadvantaged small-scale family farmers.
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