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The regulatory affairs of food and food industries

Consumers have a right to expect that their food will be safe and wholesome. Food businesses have legal obligations to fulfil 
that expectation.Those obligations are achieved through a combination of ‘carrot and stick’. Putting the law to one side, 

the carrot can be seem as complying with the moral duty to do the right thing combined with the commercial and financial 
benefits that come with selling a safe high quality product. The ‘stick’ is the threat of enforcement action that follows a failure to 
comply with the vast array of rules and regulations that govern the production, manufacture and sale of food. The presentation 
will then consider some of the key EU and domestic regulatory affairs issues affecting the food industry such as, how integrated 
regulation affects all stages of food production from the ‘farm to the fork’. It will then assess the importance of food businesses 
understanding their legal obligations in connection with making and selling food and how they can protect themselves, their 
food and their reputation. This includes the steps that are necessary to prevent the sale of unsafe food and knowing what they 
must do in the event that a problem occurs. The presentation will then look at the important issue of enforcement of food 
law and the various measures available to regulators to proactively assist food businesses and to reactively respond to non-
compliance. We will then highlight some of the consequences for food businesses when enforcement action is taken.Finally 
the presentation will consider the importance of all stakeholders playing their part to protect the integrity of the food chain 
and protect consumers from harm.
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