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Safety in the food industry through traceability

Selwyn Piramuthu
University of Florida, USA

he criticality of safety in the food industry cannot be overstated. Given the extent of damage caused by recent contamination

events, there is a clear need to understand the underlying dynamics of these events so that measures can be taken to prevent them
completely or reduce the extent of damage they create once they are allowed to happen. Traceability has been proposed as a means to
address this issue. RFID systems dominate in terms of the advantages they deliver in tracking and tracing applications in general. We
consider RFID-enabled traceability in food supply chains including their costs and benefits, issues and challenges, and the current
state-of-the-art.
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Socio-environmental effects of water hyacinth on the livelihoods of coastal dwellers of Ondo State,
Nigeria
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he livelihoods of people who live along the coatal areas of Nigeria include fishing and little of farming and water transportation.

Most coastal areas are of little farming value in terms of crop cultivation because of its very poor nature resulting from water
logging. Fishing therefore, receives prominence in terms of being a source of income for food and for other basic needs. The challenge
that the coastal dwellers are usually confronted with is water hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes). Water hyacinth is a covering plant which
grows by occupying a large fishing water space. This causes a lot of difficulty to fishermen for carrying out their activities, not only
because it prevents easy movement of fishing boats, but also because it makes a quantum of fish to be displaced from the access of
the farmers. The consequences of this to the fish farmers are those of reduced income and increased cost of fishing whereby, the
farmer would no longer be able to sustain his households” basic needs due to poverty engendered. It was on this basis that the study
was carried out to determine the socio-environmental effects of the plant on the livelihoods of the people dwelling along the coast
where the growth of the plant is dominant. Data were collected from 120 coastal dwellers in ten communities at a proportionate ratio.
Both descriptive and inferential statistics were used for the data analysis. It was found that fish farmers were the most affected by
water hyacinth, while water transporters (boat and canoe operators) also suffered losses. It was recommended that in order to ensure
food security among these respondents and all others who depend on them for survival, the issue of clearing the water space of wter
hyacinth is not what an individual could do. Apart from non-governmental organizations, governments and donor groups coming to
their aids, the farmers need to form themselves into cooperative groups to frontally approach the challenge.
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