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Food loss occurs all along the supply chain from post-harvest, through processing and production stages, at the retail sector and
in homes. The world’s estimates are between 30-40% losses and the economic, environmental and social outcomes are severe. Not
only that resources are invested in producing the food (manpower, energy, water, fertilizers etc.), this lost food will not reach the plate
and will contribute to increase pollution if left in the field or discarded in a landfill. The study presented will reveal estimates of food
loss in Israel. The study includes analysis of existing data, interviews with experts in the field, and an in depth analysis of food waste
produced in households. Our assessments reveal 200,000 tons per year of edible agricultural surpluses, usually destroyed by farmers,
or left in the fields for different economic reasons. Only 10,000 tons of fresh fruits and vegetables are saved. In order to minimize the
loss of food and production of waste, there is a need to develop clear policies, both in order to reduce agricultural produce surplus
and limit produce destruction and optimally utilize the surplus, if formed. Wasted food in households is much more complicated to
assess. General waste survey will not reveal the amount of edible food thrown away. A new methodology to assess the avoidable food
loss will be introduced in order to better understand and set appropriate policy. Policies should address food security on the one hand
and minimizing environmental and economic losses on the other hand.
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