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To fight against the malnutrition has always been the political and budgetary priority of successive Governments of Madagascar. In 
order to diagnose the nutrition sector, the study was conducted in four regions from north to south; it is based on the assumption 

that the success of the fight against malnutrition program claims the target groups’ strategies of appropriation. The hypothesis stems 
from the Paris Declaration of the concept of ownership. The ownership variables considered are divided into six characteristics. (I) 
the commitment to the program against malnutrition, (ii) ownership of nutrition services, (iii) the conceptual appropriation of the 
program against malnutrition, (iv) structural ownership program fight against malnutrition, (v) the contractual ownership of the 
program against malnutrition and (vi) the evaluative ownership. The methodology has tested if the ownership of strategies allows 
distinguishing different categories of target groups, to represent the data in the factorial space in order to visually check if they 
are discriminated against. Three steps have been led: (i) the codification and consolidation of data for statistical analysis, (ii) the 
hierarchical cluster Analysis, and (iii) Discriminant Analysis. The importance and the relative weight of variables “appropriation” in 
the determinism of the malnutrition have been verified. The target groups of malnutrition were discriminated in strong, average and 
weak appropriation. In the future programs of the sector nutrition, considerations must be recognized: a country is a case; a region 
is a model; a territory is an exception; the exception is of rule and every result is a contribution to the solidification of a precious but 
fragile card castle for the malnutrite target groups.
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